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Part III: Doctrine of God

IV.  Attributes of God

A. Incommunicable

a. How is God different from us?

b. Aseity – God’s self-existence and independence from all creation.

“God is not only self-existent, but also self-attesting and self-justifying.  He not only exists without receiving existence from something else, but also gains his knowledge only from himself (his nature and his plan) and serves as his own criterion of truth.  And his righteousness is self-justifying, based on the righteousness of his on nature and on his status as the ultimate criterion of rightness.”  -- John Frame

c. Eternality – God’s relationship to time

Deuteronomy 33:27a – “The eternal God is your dwelling place, and underneath are the everlasting arms.”

1. Definition:  “God has no beginning, end, or succession of moments in his own being, and he sees all time equally vividly, yet God sees events in time and acts in time.”  Wayne Grudem
d. Immutability 
1. Definition:  God is unchanging in his being, perfections, purposes and promises.

i. “The doctrine of God’s immutability is of the highest significance for religion.  The contrast between being and becoming marks the difference between the Creator and the creature.  Every creature is continually becoming.  It is changeable, constantly striving, seeks rest and satisfaction, and finds this rest in God, in him alone, for only he is pure being and no becoming.  Hence, in Scripture God is often called the Rock.”  Herman Bavinck

ii.  “Thou dost change all other things as thou pleasest, but thou art immutable in every respect and receivest no shadow of change, though never so light and small…All things else are tottering; God sees all other things in continual motion under his feet, like water passing away and no more seen; while he remains fixed and immovable; his wisdom and power, his knowledge and will, are always the same.  His essence can receive no alteration, neither by itself, not by any external cause; whereas other things either naturally decline to destruction, pass from one term o another, til they come to their period.”  Stephen Charnock

2. God is immutable in his essence.

i. Psalm 102: 25-27 – “Of old you laid the foundation of the earth, and the heavens are the work of your hands. They will perish, but you will remain; they will all wear out like a garment. You will change them like a robe, and they will pass away.”

ii. James 1:17 – “Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change.”

iii. Malachi 3:6 – “For I the LORD do not change; therefore you, O children of Jacob, are not consumed.”  

iv. Hebrew 13:8 – “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.”

v. Immutability applies to all his attributes.  

1. “If any perfection of his nature could be separated from him, he would cease to be God.  What did not possess the whole nature of God could not have the essence of God…whatever is immutable by nature is God; whatsoever is God is immutable by nature.”  Stephen Charnock
3. God is immutable in his decrees.

i. Psalm 33:10-11 – “The LORD brings the counsel of the nations to nothing; he frustrates the plans of the peoples. The counsel of the LORD stands forever, the plans of his heart to all generations.”

ii. Isaiah 46:9-11 – “remember the former things of old; for I am God, and there is no other; I am God, and there is none like me, declaring the end from the beginning and from ancient times things not yet done, saying, 'My counsel shall stand, and I will accomplish all my purpose,' calling a bird of prey from the east, the man of my counsel from a far country. I have spoken, and I will bring it to pass; I have purposed, and I will do it.”

iii. “God hath known from all eternity all that which he can know, so that nothing is hid from him.  He knows not at present any more than he hath known from eternity; and that which he knows now he always knows.”  Charnock

4. God is immutable in keeping his promises.

i. Numbers 23:19 – “God is not man, that he should lie, or a son of man, that he should change his mind. Has he said, and will he not do it? Or has he spoken, and will he not fulfill it?”

ii. 1 Samuel 15:29 – “And also the Glory of Israel will not lie or have regret, for he is not a man, that he should have regret.”

iii. Psalm 89:34-37 – “I will not violate my covenant or alter the word that went forth from my lips. Once for all I have sworn by my holiness; I will not lie to David. His offspring shall endure forever, his throne as long as the sun before me. Like the moon it shall be established forever, a faithful witness in the skies.”

iv. Isaiah 54:10 – “For the mountains may depart and the hills be removed, but my steadfast love shall not depart from you, and my covenant of peace shall not be removed,"  says the LORD, who has compassion on you.” 

v. Hebrews 6:17-19 – “So when God desired to show more convincingly to the heirs of the promise the unchangeable character of his purpose, he guaranteed it with an oath, so that by two unchangeable things, in which it is impossible for God to lie, we who have fled for refuge might have strong encouragement to hold fast to the hope set before us. We have this as a sure and steadfast anchor of the soul, a hope that enters into the inner place behind the curtain.”

5. God is immutable in his revealed truth.  

i. Romans 15:4 – “For whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, that through endurance and through the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope.”

ii. Isaiah 46:10 – “…declaring the end from the beginning and from ancient times things not yet done, saying, 'My counsel shall stand, and I will accomplish all my purpose.”

6. God’s immutability is among the most important attributes of God for us to consider and to place our hope in.

i. “If God is not unchanging, then the whole basis of our faith begins to fall apart, and our understanding of the universe begins to unravel.  This is because our faith and hope and knowledge all ultimately depend on a person who is infinitely worthy of trust – because is h absolutely and eternally unchanging in his being, perfections, purposes, and promises.”  Wayne Grudem

ii. “If he were mutable, he could not be perfectly blessed, and fully rejoice in himself.  If he were changed for the better, he could not have an infinite pleasure in what he was before the change, because he was not infinitely blessed; and the pleasure of that state could not be of a higher kind than the state itself.  If he changed for the worse, he could not have a pleasure in it after the change.” Charnock 

7. The challenge of Process Theology
i.  “God is continually adding to himself all the experiences in the universe, and thus God is constantly changing in his being.”  Charles Hartshome
e. Omniscience
Psalm 147:5 Great is our Lord, and abundant in power; his understanding is beyond measure.

1. Definition: “God fully knows himself and all things actual and possible in one simple and eternal act.”  Wayne Grudem

i. God’s knowledge is complete and perfect.

ii. God’s knowledge is “simple”.  

iii. God’s knowledge is independent.

1. Isaiah 40:13-14 – “Who has measured the Spirit of the LORD, or what man shows him his counsel? Whom did he consult,  and who made him understand? Who taught him the path of justice, and taught him knowledge, and showed him the way of understanding?”

iv. God’s knowledge is inherent in what it means to be God.

1. Isaiah 41:21-23 – “Set forth your case, says the LORD; bring your proofs, says the King of Jacob. Let them bring them, and tell us what is to happen. Tell us the former things, what they are, that we may consider them, that we may know their outcome; or declare to us the things to come. Tell us what is to come hereafter, that we may know that you are gods; do good, or do harm, that we may be dismayed and terrified.”

2. God’s knowledge of nature

i. Job 37:16 – “Do you know the balancings of the clouds, the wondrous works of him who is perfect in knowledge.”

ii. Isaiah 40:12 – “Who has measured the waters in the hollow of his hand and marked off the heavens with a span, enclosed the dust of the earth in a measure and weighed the mountains in scales and the hills in a balance?”

3. God’s knowledge of persons and their thoughts and situations

i. Jeremiah 1:5 – “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, and before you were born I consecrated you; I appointed you a prophet to the nations.”

ii. Amos 3:2a – “You only have I known of all the families of the earth.”

iii. Psalm 139:1-4 – “O LORD, you have searched me and known me! You know when I sit down and when I rise up; you discern my thoughts from afar. You search out my path and my lying down and are acquainted with all my ways. Even before a word is on my tongue, behold, O LORD, you know it altogether.”

iv. Hebrews 4:13 – “And no creature is hidden from his sight, but all are naked and exposed to the eyes of him to whom we must give account.”

v. Matthew 6:8 – “Do not be like them, for your Father knows what you need before you ask him.”

4. God’s knowledge of future occurrences.

i. John 21:18-19a – “Truly, truly, I say to you, when you were young, you used to dress yourself and walk wherever you wanted, but when you are old, you will stretch out your hands, and another will dress you and carry you where you do not want to go." 19(This he said to show by what kind of death he was to glorify God.)”

ii. Psalm 139:16 – “Your eyes saw my unformed substance; in your book were written, every one of them, the days that were formed for me, when as yet there was none of them.”

5. God’s knowledge of future moral choices.  

i. John 6:64 – “But there are some of you who do not believe." (For Jesus knew from the beginning who those were who did not believe, and who it was who would betray him.)”

ii. Acts 2:23 – “this Jesus, delivered up according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the hands of lawless men.”

iii. John 13:38 – “Jesus answered, "Will you lay down your life for me? Truly, truly, I say to you, the rooster will not crow till you have denied me three times.”

6. Different models of understanding God’s foreknowledge

i. Simple Foreknowledge (Arminian) 

ii. Open Theist 

iii. Molinist (Middle Knowledge) 

iv. Calvinist

1. Proverbs 16:1, 9 – “The plans of the heart belong to man, but the answer of the tongue is from the LORD… The heart of man plans his way, but the LORD establishes his steps.”

2. Ephesians 1:11 – “In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to the purpose of him who works all things according to the counsel of his will.”

3. Lamentations 3:37-38 – “Who has spoken and it came to pass,  unless the Lord has commanded it?  Is it not from the mouth of the Most High that good and bad come?”

7. Texts that challenge Divine Foreknowledge

i.  Jonah 3:4, 10 – “Jonah began to go into the city, going a day’s journey. And he called out, "Yet forty days, and Nineveh shall be overthrown!”... When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil way, God relented of the disaster that he had said he would do to them, and he did not do it.”   

ii. Jeremiah 18:7-8 – “If at any time I declare concerning a nation or a kingdom, that I will pluck up and break down and destroy it, 8and if that nation, concerning which I have spoken, turns from its evil, I will relent of the disaster that I intended to do to it.”  

iii. 1 Samuel 15:10-11, 28-29 – “The word of the LORD came to Samuel: 11 "I regret that I have made Saul king, for he has turned back from following me and has not performed my commandments." And Samuel was angry, and he cried to the LORD all night… And Samuel said to him, "The LORD has torn the kingdom of Israel from you this day and has given it to a neighbor of yours, who is better than you. 29And also the Glory of Israel will not lie or have regret, for he is not a man, that he should have regret.”  

iv. Genesis 22:9-12 – “When they came to the place of which God had told him, Abraham built the altar there and laid the wood in order and bound Isaac his son and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. Then Abraham reached out his hand and took the knife to slaughter his son. But the angel of the LORD called to him from heaven and said, "Abraham, Abraham!" And he said, "Here am I." He said, "Do not lay your hand on the boy or do anything to him, for now I know that you fear God, seeing you have not withheld your son, your only son, from me.” 

f. Omnipresence
1. God’s immensity 

i. 1 Kings 8:27 – “But will God indeed dwell on the earth? Behold, heaven and the highest heaven cannot contain you; how much less this house that I have built!”

ii. Isaiah 66:1-2 – “Thus says the LORD: "Heaven is my throne, and the earth is my footstool; what is the house that you would build for me,  and what is the place of my rest?”

2. God’s omnipresence isn’t a description of his size.

i. “Omnipresence cannot meant hat God is a physical substance spread throughout the material universe.  What it means, rather, is that God’s power, knowledge, and ability to act in the finite world are universal…So omnipresence is a direct implication of God’s Lordship, in his control and authority, as well as his covenant presence.”  John Frame

3. God is present everywhere at all times. 

i. Psalm 139:7-10 – “Where shall I go from your Spirit? Or where shall I flee from your presence? If I ascend to heaven, you are there! If I make my bed in Sheol, you are there! If I take the wings of the morning and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea, even there your hand shall lead me, and your right hand shall hold me.”

ii. Acts 17:26-27 – “And he made from one man every nation of mankind to live on all the face of the earth, having determined allotted periods and the boundaries of their dwelling place, that they should seek God, in the hope that they might feel their way toward him and find him. Yet he is actually not far from each one of us.”

4. God is especially present in certain locations.

i. Psalm 11:4 – “The LORD is in his holy temple; the LORD’s throne is in heaven; his eyes see, his eyelids test the children of man.”

ii. Psalm 115:2 – “Our God is in the heavens; he does all that he pleases.”

iii. Ephesians 1:13 – “In him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and believed in him, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, who is the guarantee of our inheritance until we acquire possession of it, to the praise of his glory.”

iv. Romans 8:9-10 – “You, however, are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if in fact the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him.  But if Christ is in you, although the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness.”

5. Yet the Triune God is not contained in a corporeal body.

i. John 4:24 – “God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth.”

� John Frame, The Doctrine of God, p 602.








