SYSTEMATIC THEOLOGY 

Grace Community Church  Theology Class

Part III: Doctrine of God

III.   Existence of God

A. All Humanity has an inner sense that there is a God.

a. Romans 1:18-23, 32 – “For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who by their unrighteousness suppress the truth. For what can be known about God is plain to them, because God has shown it to them. For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in the things that have been made. So they are without excuse. For although they knew God, they did not honor him as God or give thanks to him, but they became futile in their thinking, and their foolish hearts were darkened. Claiming to be wise, they became fools, and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images resembling mortal man and birds and animals and creeping things… Though they know God’s decree that those who practice such things deserve to die, they not only do them but give approval to those who practice them.”

b. Psalm 14:1 – “The fool says in his heart, "There is no God."  They are corrupt, they do abominable deeds, there is none who does good.

c. Psalm 10:3-4 – “For the wicked boasts of the desires of his soul, and the one greedy for gain curses and renounces the LORD.  In the pride of his face the wicked does not seek him; all his thoughts are, "There is no God."

B. How do we know that there is a God?

a. Natural/General revelation

i. Creation

1. Psalm 19:1-2 – “The heavens declare the glory of God, and the sky above proclaims his handiwork.  Day to day pours out speech, and night to night reveals knowledge.”

ii. God’s kind acts to all people

1. Acts 14:16-17 – “In past generations he allowed all the nations to walk in their own ways. Yet he did not leave himself without witness, for he did good by giving you rains from heaven and fruitful seasons, satisfying your hearts with food and gladness.”

iii. Imago Dei
1. Genesis 1:27 – “So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them.”

b.  Supernatural/Special revelation

i. Scripture assumes God’s existence

1. Genesis 1:1 – “In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.”

C. Traditional “proofs” for the existence of God

a. Cosmological Argument

i. Necessary Being – a being that cannot not exist

ii. Contingent Being – a being whose existence is reliant on something else

iii. Principle of Sufficient Reason – Nothing exists without a sufficient reason for existing except for a being that exists necessarily, as its own sufficient reason.

b. Ontological Argument

i. God is defined as the greatest being that can be imagined.  Since existence is greater than non-existence, the greatest being that can be imagined must exist.

c. Teleological Argument

i. Since there is order in the universe, order must be caused by a designer.

d. Moral Argument

i. Man has a sense of right and wrong, and therefore there must be a God who will judge right and wrong.

D. Only God can cause someone to believe in him savingly.

a. 2 Corinthians 4:4-6 – “In their case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. For what we proclaim is not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, with ourselves as your servants for Jesus’ sake. For God, who said, "Let light shine out of darkness," has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.”

b. 1 Corinthians 2:4-5 – “And my speech and my message were not in plausible words of wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power, that your faith might not rest in the wisdom of men but in the power of God.”

IV.  Attributes of God


1 Peter 2:9 – “But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light.”

A. Incommunicable

a. Aseity
“God is not only self-existent, but also self-attesting and self-justifying.  He not only exists without receiving existence from something else, but also gains his knowledge only from himself (his nature and his plan) and serves as his own criterion of truth.  And his righteousness is self-justifying, based on the righteousness of his on nature and on his status as the ultimate criterion of rightness.”  -- John Frame

1. God is uncreated and eternally existant.

i. Psalm 90:2 – “Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever you had formed the earth and the world, from everlasting to everlasting you are God.”

ii. Revelation 1:8 -- "I am the Alpha and the Omega," says the Lord God, "who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty."

2. God owns all things that exist.

i. Psalm 24:1 – “The earth is the LORD’s and the fullness thereof, the world and those who dwell therein.”

ii. Psalm 50:10-12 – “For every beast of the forest is mine, the cattle on a thousand hills.  I know all the birds of the hills, and all that moves in the field is mine. If I were hungry, I would not tell you, for the world and its fullness are mine.”

3. Everything that his creatures have and are comes from God.

i. Nehemiah 9:6 – “You are the LORD, you alone. You have made heaven, the heaven of heavens, with all their host, the earth and all that is on it, the seas and all that is in them; and you preserve all of them; and the host of heaven worships you.”

ii. James 1:17 – “Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change.”

4. God owes nothing to any creature.

i. Job 41:11 – “Who has first given to me, that I should repay him?  Whatever is under the whole heaven is mine.”

ii. Romans 11:35-36 – “Or who has given a gift to him that he might be repaid?  For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be glory forever. Amen.”

5. God has no needs, and is dependent upon nothing in creation.

i. Psalm 50:8-10 – “Not for your sacrifices do I rebuke you; your burnt offerings are continually before me.  I will not accept a bull from your house or goats from your folds.  For every beast of the forest is mine, the cattle on a thousand hills.”

ii. Isaiah 44:15-17 – “Then it (the wood he chopped down) becomes fuel for a man. He takes a part of it and warms himself; he kindles a fire and bakes bread. Also he makes a god and worships it; he makes it an idol and falls down before it.  Half of it he burns in the fire. Over the half he eats meat; he roasts it and is satisfied. Also he warms himself and says, "Aha, I am warm, I have seen the fire!"  And the rest of it he makes into a god, his idol, and falls down to it and worships it. He prays to it and says, "Deliver me, for you are my god!”

iii. Acts 17:24-25 – “The God who made the world and everything in it, being Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in temples made by man, nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all mankind life and breath and everything.”

6.    God is God by nature.

i. Galatians 4:8 – “Formerly, when you did not know God, you were enslaved to those that by nature are not gods.”

ii.  “If God entered the world out of need, then he would be dependent on the world; then there would be dependent on the world; then there would be no clear distinction between Creator and creature.  But he enters our world, not out of need, but as the a se Lord of all.”  John Frame

b. Eternality – God’s relationship to time

Deuteronomy 33:27a – “The eternal God is your dwelling place, and underneath are the everlasting arms.”

1. Definition:  “God has no beginning, end, or succession of moments in his own being, and he sees all time equally vividly, yet God sees events in time and acts in time.”  Wayne Grudem
“That perfection of God whereby He is elevated above all temporal limits and all succession of moments, and possesses the whole of His existence in one indivisible present.”  Louis Berkhof
2. God exists outside of time and space. 
i. “Our existence is marked off by days and weeks and months and years; not so the existence of God.  Our life is divided into a past, present, and future, but there is no such division in the life of God.  He is the eternal “I am.”” Louis Berkhof

ii.   Psalm 90:2 – “Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever you had formed the earth and the world, from everlasting to everlasting you are God.”
iii.   John 8:58 – “Jesus said to them, "Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham was, I am.”
iv.   Job 36:26 – “Behold, God is great, and we know him not; the number of his years is unsearchable.”
3. God sees all of time together, standing outside of time.

i.   Psalm 90:4 – “For a thousand years in your sight are but as yesterday when it is past, or as a watch in the night.”

ii.   2 Peter 3:8 – “But do not overlook this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day.”

iii. Isaiah 46:9-10 – “Remember the former things of old; for I am God, and there is no other; I am God, and there is none like me, declaring the end from the beginning and from ancient times things not yet done, saying, 'My counsel shall stand,  and I will accomplish all my purpose.”

4. God acts in time.

i. Acts 17: 30-31 – “The times of ignorance God overlooked, but now he commands all people everywhere to repent, because he has fixed a day on which he will judge the world in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed; and of this he has given assurance to all by raising him from the dead.”

ii. Galatians 4:4-5 – “But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under the law, 5 to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons.”

c. Immutability 
� John Frame, The Doctrine of God, p 602.


� Frame, p 608.


� Louis Berkhof, Systematic Theology, p 60.








