SYSTEMATIC THEOLOGY 

Grace Community Church Sunday Night Theology Class

Part II: Doctrine of Scripture: Sufficiency

I.  Definitions

A. “The Sufficiency of Scripture means that Scripture contained all the words of God he intended his people to have at each stage of redemptive history, and that it now contains everything we need God to tell us for salvation, for trusting him perfectly, and for obeying him perfectly.”  Wayne Grudem
II. What the Sufficiency of Scripture means

A. Sufficient for our knowledge of salvation
a. 2 Timothy 3:15 – “…and how from childhood you have been acquainted with the sacred writings, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.”
B. Sufficient for our knowledge of godliness and sanctification

a. 2 Peter 1:3 – “His divine power has granted to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge of him who called us to his own glory and excellence.”

b. 2 Timothy 3:16-17 – “All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, that the man of God may be competent, equipped for every good work.”

C. We can find all that God has said on particular topics

a. Roman Catholic error --  “Sacred Scripture is the speech of God as it is put down in writing under the breath of the Holy Spirit. Sacred Tradition transmits in its entirety the Word of God which has been entrusted to the apostles by Christ the Lord and the Holy Spirit. It transmits it to the successors of the apostles so that, enlightened by the Spirit of truth, they may faithfully preserve, expound and spread it abroad by their preaching. Thus it comes about that the Church does not draw her certainty about all revealed truths from the holy Scripture alone. Hence both Scripture and Tradition must be accepted and honoured with equal feelings of devotion and reverence.”  Dei Verbum
D. All other “words from God” must be judged by Scripture

a. Medieval mysticism

b. Anabaptist Error

i.  “We ought zealously to apply ourselves both to read and to hearken to Scripture if indeed we want to receive any gain and benefit from the Spirit of God…If any spirit, passing over the wisdom of God’s Word, foists another doctrine upon us, he justly deserves to be suspected of vanity and lying.”  Calvin, Inst. I.IX.2

c.  “He (the Spirit) is the Author of the Scriptures: he cannot vary and differ from himself.  Hence he must ever remain just as he once revealed himself there.  This is no affront to him, unless perchance we consider it honorable for him to decline or degenerate from himself.” Calvin Inst. I.IX.2

d. “For by a kind of mutual bond the Lord has joined together the certainty of his Word and of his Spirit so that the perfect religion of the Word may abide in our minds when the Spirit, who causes us to contemplate God’s face, shines; and that we in turn may embrace the Spirit with no fear of being deceived when we recognize him in his own image, namely, in the Word…He sent down the same Spirit by whose power he had dispensed the Word, to complete his work by the efficacious confirmation of the Word.”  Calvin, Inst. I.IX.3

E. The Bible is where we should turn to know what to do or how to think

F. There is nothing more for us to believe or know about God and his work than what has already been revealed in Scripture

G. Nothing is sin that is not forbidden by Scripture explicitly or by necessary implication.

H. Nothing is required of us by God that is not commanded in Scripture explicitly or by necessary implication.  

I. We should emphasize what Scripture emphasizes.

III. What the Sufficiency of Scripture does not mean

A. We cannot use non-biblical words to convey truth
a.  “Theologians of the Christian Church were slowly driven to a realization that the deepest questions which face Christianity cannot be answered in purely biblical language, because the questions are about the meaning of biblical language itself” (R. P. C. Hanson, The Search for the Christian Doctrine of God: The Arian Controversy [Edinburgh: T. and T. Clark, 1988], p. xxi).

B. We cannot use creeds or confessions
C. The Bible doesn’t need to be interpreted
a. “(The sufficiency of Scripture doesn’t) mean that all the articles of faith are found in finished form in Scripture.  The Bible contains no dogmas; these can be derived from it only by a process of reflection.  The Reformers merely intended to deny that there is alongside of Scripture an unwritten Word of God with equal authority and therefore equally binding on the conscience.”  Louis Berkhof
D. The gift of prophecy has ceased
E. We don’t need any other knowledge to exist as Christians
F. We don’t need anyone’s help to understand the Scriptures
a.  “That would mean that each man would go to hell in his own way.”  Luther
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