SYSTEMATIC THEOLOGY 

Grace Community Church  Sunday Night Theology Class

Part II: Doctrine of Scripture: Authority and Inerrancy
“We accept the Bible, including the 39 books of the Old Testament and the 27 books of the New Testament, as the written Word of God.  The Bible is the only essential and infallible record of God's self-disclosure to mankind.  It leads us to salvation through faith in Jesus Christ. Being given by God the Scriptures are both fully and verbally inspired by God.  Therefore, as originally given, the Bible is free of error in all it teaches.  Each book is to be interpreted according to its context and purpose and in reverent obedience to the Lord who speaks through it in living power.  All believers are exhorted to study the Scriptures and diligently apply them to their lives.  The Scriptures are the authoritative and normative rule and guide of all Christian life, practice, and doctrine.  They are not to be added to, superseded, or changed by later tradition or extra-biblical revelation.  Every doctrinal formulation, whether of creed, confession, or theology must be put to the test of the full counsel of God in Holy Scripture.”



-- from Sovereign Grace Ministries Statement of Faith

I.   The Meaning of Scripture’s Authority

A. Definition: The attribute of Scripture that requires of us to receive, believe and obey the words of Scripture as the very words of God. 

a. Receive:  

i. Ezekiel 3:10 – “Moreover, he said to me, ‘Son of man, all my words that I shall speak to you receive in your heart, and hear with your ears.’”

b. Believe  

i. Acts 13:48 – “When the Gentiles heard this, they were glad and honored the word of the Lord; and all who were appointed for eternal life believed.”

c. Obey

i. 1 Peter 3:1 – “Likewise, wives, be subject to your own husbands, so that even if some do not obey the word, they may be won without a word by the conduct of their wives.”

d. As the Very Words of God

i. 1 Cor. 2:13 – “And we also thank God continually because, when you received the word of God, which you heard from us, you accepted it not as the word of men, but as it actually is, the word of God, which is at work in you who believe.”

e. Wayne Grudem:  “The authority of Scripture means that all the words in Scripture are God’s words in such a way that to disbelieve or disobey any word of Scripture is to disbelieve or disobey God.”
 

II. The Character of Scripture’s Authority

A. Divine Origins

a. 1 Cor. 2:13 

b. 2 Timothy 3:16 – “All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness.”
i. All Scripture – Plenary

ii. Theopneustos 
c. B.B. Warfield: “God could not be sovereign in his disposition of rational human beings if he were not also sovereign in his revelation of himself to them.  If God is sovereign in the realm of being, he is surely also sovereign in the realm of knowledge.”

d. The Word reveals God. 

i. 2 Timothy 3:14-15 – “But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have firmly believed, knowing from whom you learned it 15and how from childhood you have been acquainted with the sacred writings, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.”
e. The Word is God’s creative medium.
i. Creation

1.  Genesis 1:3 – “And God said, "Let there be light," and there was light.”
ii. Salvation

1. 2 Corinthians 4:6 –  “For God, who said, ‘Let light shine out of darkness,’ has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.”
f. The Word is God’s self-identification as the Son.
i. John 1:1-2 – “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God.”
g. God’s speech makes him unique among the “pantheon”.  

i. Psalm 135:15-18  -- “The idols of the nations are silver and gold, the work of human hands. They have mouths, but do not speak; they have eyes, but do not see; they have ears, but do not hear, nor is there any breath in their mouths.”
h. The Words of God possess God’s own attributes.
i. Righteousness – Psalm 119:7 – “I will praise you with an upright heart,  when I learn your righteous rules.
ii. Eternal – Matthew 24:35 – “Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away.
iii. Omnipotence – Isaiah 55:11 – “…so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; it shall not return to me empty, but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, and shall succeed in the thing for which I sent it.”
iv. Perfection – Psalm 19:7 – “The law of the LORD is perfect, reviving the soul.

i. The Word of God is worthy of worship.
i. Psalm 119:161-163 – “Princes persecute me without cause, but my heart stands in awe of your words. I rejoice at your word like one who finds great spoil. I hate and abhor falsehood, but I love your law.

ii. Isaiah 66:5a – “Hear the word of the LORD, you who tremble at his word.”

j. The Word of God cannot be negotiated with.
i. Job 40:1-2 – “And the LORD said to Job: ‘Shall a faultfinder contend with the Almighty?  He who argues with God, let him answer it.’”  Non-negotiable.
B. Covenantal

a. All relationship to God is covenantal.

b. Biblical covenant is a divinely initiated oath with sanctions.

i. Two forms:

1. Royal Grant

2. Suzerain treaty form

a. Preamble: identification of the suzerain.  Creates sense of awe and respect.  A heaping up of titles, which may explain both uses of the name of God: the fear of the Lord.

b. Historical Prologue – what has been done for you in the past.  Can be abbreviated (“Out of Egypt”)

c. Stipulations – law and expectations

d. Depositing of Treaty (2 copies)

e. List of Gods who were witnesses to transaction

f. Curses and blessings 
g. Instructions for Succession

c. Deuteronomy as the Written Covenant Treaty

i. Form

1. Preamble – 1:1-5

2. Historical Prologue – 1:6-4:45

3. Stipulations – 5-26

4. Deposit of treaty – 27

5. Sanctions – 28-30

6. Succession – 31-34 

ii. Warning against alteration

1. 15th century Covenant between Tudhaliyas IV and Ulmi-Teshub

a. “Whoever changes but one word of this tablet, may the thousand gods of this tablet root that man’s descendants out of the land of Hatti.”
2.  Deuteronomy 4:2 – “You shall not add to the word that I command you, nor take from it, that you may keep the commandments of the LORD your God that I command you.”
d. Bible as Old and New “Covenants”
C. Unity

a. 66 books, many writers, ONE central message.  

i. John 5:39 – “You search the Scriptures because you think that in them you have eternal life; and it is they that bear witness about me.”
b. Incredible diversity

i. Genre

ii. Language

c. Impossibility of contradiction.

i. Luther: “It is impossible that Scripture should contradict itself; it only appears so to senseless and obstinate hypocrites.”
D.  Self-Attesting 

a. The Old Testament claims to be God’s Word

i. “Thus says the Lord” 470 times in OT

ii. God speaks “by the Prophets”

1. 1 Kings 16:12 – “Thus Zimri destroyed all the house of Baasha, according to the word of the LORD, which he spoke against Baasha by Jehu the prophet.”
iii. Recorded prophecy as written Word of God

1. Isaiah 30:8 – “And now, go, write it before them on a table and inscribe it in a book, that it may be for the time to come as a witness forever.”
b. The New Testament refers to the Old Testament as God’s Word

i. 2 Timothy 3:16 

ii. 2 Peter 1:20-21 – “…knowing this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture comes from someone’s own interpretation. For no prophecy was ever produced by the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.”  

iii. Matthew 1:22-23 – “All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: "Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall call his name Immanuel"
iv. Matt. 19:5 quotes Gen. 2:24 as God “said”. 

v. Acts 1:16 – “Brothers, the Scripture had to be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit spoke beforehand by the mouth of David concerning Judas, who became a guide to those who arrested Jesus.”  

c. The New Testament claims itself to be God’s Word

i. John 14:10 – “Don't you believe that I am in the Father, and that the Father is in me? The words I say to you are not just my own. Rather, it is the Father, living in me, who is doing his work.”
ii. 2 Peter 3:15-16 – “…just as our beloved brother Paul also wrote to you according to the wisdom given him, 16as he does in all his letters when he speaks in them of these matters. There are some things in them that are hard to understand, which the ignorant and unstable twist to their own destruction, as they do the other Scriptures.”
iii. 1 Timothy 5:18 – “For the Scripture says, "You shall not muzzle an ox when it treads out the grain," and,  "The laborer deserves his wages."
iv. 1 Corinthians 14:37-38 – “If anyone thinks that he is a prophet, or spiritual, he should acknowledge that the things I am writing to you are a command of the Lord. If anyone does not recognize this, he is not recognized.”
E.      Infallible/Inerrant (Next Week!)

III.  The Extent of Scripture’s Authority

A. Faith 
B. Christian Living (Practice)
C. All that the Bible asserts as true
IV.  The Proof of Scripture’s Authority

A. The Spirit – we need to not only be convinced the Bible claims to be God’s word, but that we believe it to be so.

a. John 14:25-26 – “These things I have spoken to you while I am still with you.  But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he will teach you all things and bring to your remembrance all that I have said to you.”
b. John 10:27 – “My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me.” 
c. AA Hodge -- “The Scriptures to the unregenerate man are like light to the blind.  They may be felt as the rays of the sun are felt by the blind, but they cannot be fully seen.  The Holy Spirit opens the blinded eyes and gives due sensibility to the diseased heart; and thus assurance comes with the evidence of spiritual experience.” 

B. The Scriptures themselves.

a. No higher authority to appeal to 

b. Internal Witness of the Spirit

i. John Calvin – “Let this point therefore stand: that those whom the Holy Spirit has inwardly taught truly rest upon Scripture, and that Scripture indeed is self-authenticated; hence, it is not right subject it to proof and reasoning. And the certainty it deserves with us, it attains by the testimony of the Spirit. For even if it wins reverence for itself by its own majesty, it seriously affects us only when it is sealed upon our hearths through the Spirit. Therefore, illumined by his power, we believe neither by our own nor by anyone else’s judgment that Scripture is from God; but above human judgment we affirm with utter certainty (just as if we were gazing upon the majesty of God himself) that it has flowed to us from the very mouth of God by the ministry of men. We seek no proofs, no marks of genuineness upon which our judgment may lean; but we subject our judgment and wit to it as a thing far beyond any guesswork!”

C. Circular reasoning?
V.  The Innerant Nature of Scripture’s Authority

A. Language of the Debate
a. Inspired
b. Infallible
c. Inerrant
i. Grudem:  “The inerrancy of Scripture means that Scripture in the original manuscripts does not affirm anything that is contrary to fact.”
B. Transmission of the God’s Inerrant Word

a. Were the biblical writers passive?

i. Warfield – “(Passivity) is not intended to deny that the intelligence of the prophets was active in the reception of the message…it is intended to deny only that their intelligence was active in the production of their message.”
b. Synergistic
i. Dictation? – Revelation 2:1  “To the angel of the church in Ephesus write: 'The words of him who holds the seven stars in his right hand, who walks among the seven golden lampstands.” 
ii. Work of research – Luke 1:1-4 “Inasmuch as many have undertaken to compile a narrative of the things that have been accomplished among us, just as those who from the beginning were eyewitnesses and ministers of the word have delivered them to us, it seemed good to me also, having followed all things closely for some time past, to write an orderly account for you, most excellent Theophilus, that you may have certainty concerning the things you have been taught.”

iii. Speaking through the words of his ministers – Zechariah 7:12 – “They made their hearts diamond-hard lest they should hear the law and the words that the LORD of hosts had sent by his Spirit through the former prophets.”
C. What inerrancy does NOT mean
a. Inerrancy doesn’t mean that our interpretation is without error
b. Inerrancy doesn’t mean that the Bible is grammatically perfect

c. Inerrancy doesn’t mean that the Bible doesn’t use ordinary language

d. Inerrancy doesn’t mean that the Bible doesn’t use estimates

i. Mark 1:5 – “And all the country of Judea and all Jerusalem were going out to him and were being baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins.”

e. Inerrancy doesn’t mean that the Bible doesn’t use loose quotations

f. Inerrancy doesn’t mean that the Bible doesn’t have paradoxes that appear to contradict.  

i. Proverbs 26:4-5 – “Answer not a fool according to his folly, lest you be like him yourself. Answer a fool according to his folly, lest he be wise in his own eyes.”

ii. Mark 6:8-10 – “He charged them to take nothing for their journey except a staff—no bread, no bag, no money in their belts— 9but to wear sandals and not put on two tunics. And he said to them, "Whenever you enter a house, stay there until you depart from there.”

iii. Matthew 10:9-11 – “Acquire no gold nor silver nor copper for your belts, no bag for your journey, nor two tunics nor sandals nor a staff, for the laborer deserves his food. And whatever town or village you enter, find out who is worthy in it and stay there until you depart.”

iv. The question is whether the author is faithfully communicating truth. 
v. An intentional adjustment for the purpose of preaching the truth.

g. Inerrancy doesn’t mean that the copies of the originals are free from minor copying errors

D. What inerrancy DOES mean
a. The Bible rightly interpreted teaches nothing contrary to fact.

b. Everything the Bible teaches is true.

i. Proverbs 30:5 – “Every word of God proves true; he is a shield to those who take refuge in him.”

E.   Common Objections
a. I believe the Bible is authoritative and infallible in matters of faith and practice, but not inerrant.
i. Act 24:14 – “But this I confess to you, that according to the Way, which they call a sect, I worship the God of our fathers, believing everything laid down by the Law and written in the Prophets.”

ii. Luke 24:25 – “And he said to them, "O foolish ones, and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken!”

b. We don’t have the original manuscripts. 

c. The Bible is full of errors and contradictions.
F.   Why does this matter?
a. To disbelieve any part of the Bible is to call all of it into question.

i. Luther:  “Whoever is so bold that he ventures to accuse God of fraud and deception in a single word and does so willfully again and again after he has been warned and instructed once or twice will likewise certainly venture to accuse God of fraud and deception in all of His words.  Therefore it is true, absolutely and without exception, that everything is believed or nothing is believed.”
b. To disbelieve any part of the Bible is to subject God’s Word to your own reason.

i. C.F. Walther:  “He who imagines that he finds in the Holy Scripture even only one error, believes not in Scripture, but in himself; for even if he accepted everything else as truth, he would believe it not because Scripture says so, but because it agree with his reason or with his heart.  ‘Dear fellow,’ writes Luther, ‘God’s Word is God’s Word, and won’t tolerate much doctoring.’”

SO WHAT IS GOD CALLING YOU TO THINK OR DO DIFFERENTLY BECAUSE OF THIS TRUTH?

Other resources:

 -- Meredith Kline, The Structure of Biblical Authority (Eugene, OR: Wipf and Stock, 1989).

-- B.B. Warfield, The Inspiration and Authority of the Bible (Phillipsburg, NJ: Presbyterian and Reformed, 1948).

CHICAGO STATEMENT ON BIBLICAL INERRANCY

Summary Statement

1. God, who is Himself Truth and speaks truth only, has inspired Holy Scripture in order thereby to 

reveal Himself to lost mankind through Jesus Christ as Creator and Lord, Redeemer and Judge. 

Holy Scripture is God’s witness to Himself. 

 2. Holy Scripture, being God’s own Word, written by men prepared and superintended by His Spirit, 

is of infallible divine authority in all matters upon which it touches: It is to be believed, as God’s 

instruction, in all that it affirms; obeyed, as God’s command, in all that it requires; embraced, as 

God’s pledge, in all that it promises. 

3. The Holy Spirit, Scripture’s divine Author, both authenticates it to us by His inward witness and 

opens our minds to understand its meaning. 

4. Being wholly and verbally God-given, Scripture is without error or fault in all its teaching, no less in 

what it states about God’s acts in creation, about the events of world history, and about its own 

literary origins under God, than in its witness to God’s saving grace in individual lives. 

5. The authority of Scripture is inescapably impaired if this total divine inerrancy is in any way limited 

of disregarded, or made relative to a view of truth contrary to the Bible’s own; and such lapses bring 

serious loss to both the individual and the Church. 

Articles of Affirmation and Denial

Article I
We affirm that the Holy Scriptures are to be received as the authoritative Word of God. 

We deny that the Scriptures receive their authority from the Church, tradition, or any other human 

source. 

Article II
We affirm that the Scriptures are the supreme written norm by which God binds the conscience, and that 

the authority of the Church is subordinate to that of Scripture. 

We deny that Church creeds, councils, or declarations have authority greater than or equal to the 

authority of the Bible. 

Article III
We affirm that the written Word in its entirety is revelation given by God.

We deny that the Bible is merely a witness to revelation, or only becomes revelation in encounter, or 

depends on the responses of men for its validity. 

Article IV
We affirm that God who made mankind in His image has used language as a means of revelation. 

We deny that human language is so limited by our creatureliness that it is rendered inadequate as a vehicle 

for divine revelation. We further deny that the corruption of human culture and language through sin has 

thwarted God’s work of inspiration. 

Article V
We affirm that God’s revelation in the Holy Scriptures was progressive. 

We deny that later revelation, which may fulfill earlier revelation, ever corrects or contradicts it. We 

further deny that any normative revelation has been given since the completion of the New Testament 

writings. 

Article VI
We affirm that the whole of Scripture and all its parts, down to the very words of the original, were 

given by divine inspiration. 

We deny that the inspiration of Scripture can rightly be affirmed of the whole without the parts, or of 

some parts but not the whole. 

Article VII
We affirm that inspiration was the work in which God by His Spirit, through human writers, gave us 

His Word. The origin of Scripture is divine. The mode of divine inspiration remains largely a mystery 

to us. 

We deny that inspiration can be reduced to human insight, or to heightened states of consciousness of 

any kind. 

Article VIII
We affirm that God in His Work of inspiration utilized the distinctive personalities and literary styles of 

the writers whom He had chosen and prepared. 

We deny that God, in causing these writers to use the very words that He chose, overrode their 

personalities.

Article IX
We affirm that inspiration, though not conferring omniscience, guaranteed true and trustworthy 

utterance on all matters of which the Biblical authors were moved to speak and write. 

We deny that the finitude or fallenness of these writers, by necessity or otherwise, introduced distortion 

or falsehood into God’s Word. 

Article X
We affirm that inspiration, strictly speaking, applies only to the authographic text of Scripture, which in 

the providence of God can be ascertained from available manuscripts with great accuracy. We further 

affirm that copies and translations of Scripture are the Word of God to the extent that they faithfully 

represent the original. 

We deny that any essential element of the Christian faith is affected by the absence of the autographs. We 

further deny that this absence renders the assertion of Biblical inerrancy invalid or irrelevant. 

Article XI
We affirm that Scripture, having been given by divine inspiration, is infallible, so that, far from 

misleading us, it is true and reliable in all the matters it addresses. 

We deny that it is possible for the Bible to be at the same time infallible and errant in its assertions. 

Infallibility and inerrancy may be distinguished, but not separated. 

Article XII
We affirm that Scripture in its entirety is inerrant, being free from falsehood, fraud, or deceit. 

We deny that Biblical infallibility and inerrancy are limited to spiritual, religious, or redemptive themes, 

exclusive of assertions in the fields of history and science. We further deny that scientific hypotheses 

about earth history may properly be used to overturn the teaching of Scripture on creation and the flood.

Article XIII
We affirm the propriety of using inerrancy as a theological term with reference to the complete 

truthfulness of Scripture. 

We deny that it is proper to evaluate Scripture according to standards of truth and error that are alien to 

its usage or purpose. We further deny that inerrancy is negated by Biblical phenomena such as a lack of 

modern technical precision, irregularities of grammar or spelling, observational descriptions of nature, the 

reporting of falsehoods, the use of hyperbole and round numbers, the topical arrangement of material, 

variant selections of material in parallel accounts, or the use of free citations.

Article XIV
We affirm the unity and internal consistency of Scripture. 

We deny that alleged errors and discrepancies that have not yet been resolved vitiate the truth claims of 

the Bible. 

Article XV
We affirm that the doctrine of inerrancy is grounded in the teaching of the Bible about inspiration. 

We deny that Jesus’ teaching about Scripture may be dismissed by appeals to accommodation or to any 

natural limitation of His humanity. 

Article XVI
We affirm that the doctrine of inerrancy has been integral to the Church’s faith throughout its history. 

We deny that inerrancy is a doctrine invented by Scholastic Protestantism, or is a reactionary position 

postulated in response to negative higher criticism. 

Article XVII
We affirm that the Holy Spirit bears witness to the Scriptures, assuring believers of the truthfulness of 

God written Word. 

We deny that this witness of the Holy Spirit operates in isolation from or against Scripture. 

Article XVIII
We affirm that the text of Scripture is to be interpreted by grammatico-historical exegesis, taking account 

of its literary forms and devices, and that Scripture is to interpret Scripture. 

We deny the legitimacy of any treatment of the text or quest for sources lying behind it that leads to 

relativizing, dehistoricizing, or discounting its teaching, or rejecting its claims to authorship. 

Article XIX
We affirm that a confession of the full authority, infallibility, and inerrancy of Scripture is vital to a 

sound understanding of the whole of the Christian faith. We further affirm that such confession should 

lead to increasing conformity to the image of Christ. 

We deny that such confession is necessary for salvation. However, we further deny that inerrancy can be 

rejected without grave consequences, both to the individual and to the Church.
� Prepared by Kirk Whitworth, Sept. 27, 2009


� Wayne Grudem, Systematic Theology, 73.


� B.B. Warfield, Inspiration and Authority of the Bible, 3.


� John Calvin, Institutes of the Christian Religion, 1.7.5





