SYSTEMATIC THEOLOGY 

Grace Community Church  Sunday Night School

Part II: Doctrine of Scripture: Canon

I.   What is Canon?

A. Definition:  The list of writings discerned by the Church as documents of God’s revelation.

a.  “‘Canon’ means ‘rule’ and a ‘canonical’ book is one that forms part of the rule of faith and life. But the only valid rule of faith and life is the word of God. To be canonical, therefore, a book must be inspired, i.e. must be God’s word in writing. The Church’s task, therefore, in settling the limits of the canon of Scripture is simply to discern which books are inspired, i.e. have the nature of Scripture.”  J.I. Packer
B. Two testaments

a. Latin, testamentum Greek, diatheke
b. Exodus 24:3-8 – “Moses came and told the people all the words of the LORD and all the rules. And all the people answered with one voice and said, "All the words that the LORD has spoken we will do." 4And Moses wrote down all the words of the LORD. He rose early in the morning and built an altar at the foot of the mountain, and twelve pillars, according to the twelve tribes of Israel. 5And he sent young men of the people of Israel, who offered burnt offerings and sacrificed peace offerings of oxen to the LORD. 6And Moses took half of the blood and put it in basins, and half of the blood he threw against the altar. 7Then he took the Book of the Covenant and read it in the hearing of the people. And they said, "All that the LORD has spoken we will do, and we will be obedient." 8 And Moses took the blood and threw it on the people and said, "Behold the blood of the covenant that the LORD has made with you in accordance with all these words."

c. Mark 14:24 --   “And he said to them,  ‘This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many.’”

C. Closed canon

a. Deuteronomy 4:2 – “You shall not add to the word that I command you, nor take from it, that you may keep the commandments of the LORD your God that I command you.”
b. Revelation 22:18-19 – “I warn everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: if anyone adds to them, God will add to him the plagues described in this book, and if anyone takes away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God will take away his share in the tree of life and in the holy city, which are described in this book.”

c. Didache 4.2: “You shall not forsake the commandments of the Lord, but you shall keep the things you received, “neither adding nor taking away.”  

II. Old Testament Canon 

A. Tanakh

a. Torah

b. Nevi’im

c. Ketuvim

B. Jewish Recognition of Old Testament Canon

a. 24 Books 

b. 1 Macc 9:23-27 – “After the death of Judas, there was great distress in Israel such as had not been since the time that prophets had ceased to appear among them.”
c. Josephus c 37.  “From Artaxerxes to our own time a detailed record has been made, but this has not been thought worthy of equal credit with the earlier records because there has not been since then the exact succession of prophets.”
d. Masoretic Text 
C. Christian Recognition of Old Testament Canon

a. Gospels:  Luke 24:44 – “Then he said to them,  ‘These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you, that everything written about me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled.’”
b. Melito of Sardis d.180

c. Athanasius

d. Jerome

e. Contrarians

i. Marcion

ii. Augustine

iii. Origen

III.  Apocrypha  

A. Definition
B. Contents
C. Use by the Early Church
a. NT writers – no quotations from apocrypha
b. Origen c230 
c. Augustine 393 3rd Council of Carthage
d. Jerome – Not books of the canon, but merely books of the church.
D. Middle Ages
a. Hugo St. Victor, mid 12th century. “Not inscribed in the body of the text or in the canon of authority.”
E.  Reformation
a. Luther 
i. 2 Macc 12:45 – “Where praying for the dead, that they might be delivered from their sin, is said to be a holy and pious thought.”  
b. Council of Trent – 1545.  
F.   Why should they not be included as Scripture?
a. No internal claim to authority
b. No recognition by Jews of their legitimacy as Old Testament Scriptures
c. No evidence that they were considered Scripture by Jesus or NT writers
d. Contain teaching inconsistent with the rest of Scripture
IV. New Testament Canon 
A. Contents – 27 books. 

a. John 14:24-26:  “Whoever does not love me does not keep my words. And the word that you hear is not mine but the Father’s who sent me.  These things I have spoken to you while I am still with you.  But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he will teach you all things and bring to your remembrance all that I have said to you..”

b. Acts 1:1-2:  “In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with all that Jesus began to do and teach, until the day when he was taken up, after he had given commands through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen.”

B. NT identification as canonical

a. Luke 10:16 – “The one who hears you hears me, and the one who rejects you rejects me, and the one who rejects me rejects him who sent me."  To reject Christ’s messengers is to reject Christ

b. 2 Peter 3:2 – “that you should remember the predictions of the holy prophets and the commandment of the Lord and Savior through your apostles.”

c. 1 Corinthians 14:37 – “If anyone thinks that he is a prophet, or spiritual, he should acknowledge that the things I am writing to you are a command of the Lord.”

d. 2 Peter 3:15-16 – “And count the patience of our Lord as salvation, just as our beloved brother Paul also wrote to you according to the wisdom given him, 16as he does in all his letters when he speaks in them of these matters. There are some things in them that are hard to understand, which the ignorant and unstable twist to their own destruction, as they do the other Scriptures.”

e. 1 Timothy 5:17-18 – “Let the elders who rule well be considered worthy of double honor, especially those who labor in preaching and teaching. 18For the Scripture says, "You shall not muzzle an ox when it treads out the grain," and,  "The laborer deserves his wages."   

C. Early Church codification 
a. Polycarp

b. Didache 

c. Epistle of Barnabas 

d. Eusebius, c. 300 

e. Athanasius 

f. Augustine –  Council of Carthage 397

D. Pseudopigraphia

E. Qualifications for Canonization

a. Apostolic Authority 

b. Antiquity 

c. Orthodox Theology 

d. Catholicity 

F. Role of the Church

a. Herman Ridderbos: “The church has dealt in this situation as does one who knows and points to a certain person as father and mother.  Such a knowledge rests not on a demonstration but upon direct experience; it is most closely connected with one’s own identity.  In this and no other way must we picture the knowledge and “decision” of the Church concerning the canon.  They have a direct character and flow forth out ot he very existence of the Church itself.” 

G. How do we know that what we have is Scripture?

a. Internal witness of the Spirit

i. Calvin:   “Let this point therefore stand: that those whom the Holy Spirit has inwardly taught truly rest upon Scripture, and that Scripture indeed is self-authenticated; hence, it is not right subject it to proof and reasoning. And the certainty it deserves with us, it attains by the testimony of the Spirit. For even if it wins reverence for itself by its own majesty, it seriously affects us only when it is sealed upon our hearths through the Spirit. Therefore, illumined by his power, we believe neither by our own nor by anyone else’s judgment that Scripture is from God; but above human judgment we affirm with utter certainty (just as if we were gazing upon the majesty of God himself) that it has flowed to us from the very mouth of God by the ministry of men. We seek no proofs, no marks of genuineness upon which our judgment may lean; but we subject our judgment and wit to it as a thing far beyond any guesswork!”
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