SYSTEMATIC THEOLOGY 

Grace Community Church  Sunday Night School

Part I: Introduction to Systematic Theology 

I.   What is systematic theology?

A. Definition:  

1. Frame: “Any study that answers the question, ‘What does the whole Bible say to us today?’ about any given topic.” 
2. Van Til: “Systematic theology seeks to offer an ordered presentation of what the Bible teaches about God.”
3. Carson: “Systematic Theology deals with the Bible as a finished product.”

4. Warfield: Systematic Theology as “Impertinent tautology”

B. Relationship to other theological disciplines
1. Exegesis 
2. Biblical theology 
3. Historical theology 
4. Apologetics 
5. Ethics 

II. Initial Assumptions and Commitments of this Course 
A. The Bible is true
B. God exists and is who the Bible says he is 

C.  If the Bible says it I must believe it

D.  I must abandon any idea not consistent with the whole of Scripture

III.  Why should we do systematic theology?  


A.  To know God


B.  To know ourselves

a.  John Calvin:  “Without knowledge of self there is no knowledge of God.  Nearly all the wisdom we possess, that is to say, true and sound wisdom, consists of two parts: the knowledge of God and of ourselves.”  


C.  To know the Word of God

a.  Charles Hodge: Theology is “the exhibition of the facts of Scripture in their proper order and relation.”


D.  To trust and obey God


E.  To fulfill the Great Commission


F.  To build our hope and Faith  


G.  To honor God with our minds

IV. How should Christians study systematic theology? 
A. With prayer

B.  With reliance upon the Spirit


C. With humility Jas. 1:19-20, 

D.  With charity towards those who disagree

E. With reason 
F. With help from others 
G. With rejoicing and worship

V. Causes of theological error 
A. Subjectivity and Mysticism 

B. Immaturity 

C. Sin 

1. Pride 


2. Greed 


3. Fear of Man 


4. Laziness of personal lack of discernment in following the crowd:


      
5.  Failure to hold onto to the teaching you’ve received.

6.  Other personal sins 

VI. Major versus minor doctrines – 3 levels

A. 1st order – Must believe to be a Christian.  

B. 2nd order – Must believe to relate in a church. 


C.  3rd order – May disagree on in a local body.  


D. Lower order doesn’t mean unimportant.

VII. Relationship between doctrine and life 
A. Sound doctrine is a necessary part of Christian maturity

B. False doctrine harms the church, turns people away form the faith
VIII. Why this is a special priority of your pastors
A. Titus 1:9 
B. Colossians 1:28 
C. Jude 3 
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