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Lab #1:  A Method for Interpreting Narratives

Observations – What does it say?
1. Who is the author?

2. Who were the recipients?

3. When was it written?

4. What are the facts of the passage (Who? What? Where? When?)? 

5. What is the outline/structure of the passage?
7.  Grammar and Syntax:

· Repetition? 
· Unusual words?

· In/direct discourse (i.e. quotations or implied dialogue)?

· Authorial comments (i.e. explanatory statements inserted by the author)? 
· Key terms?

8.  What is the literary context?

· How does this passage fit into the surrounding paragraph?  Chapter?  Book? 
· Why did the author place the passage here and not somewhere else?

9. What is the historical context? 
Interpretation – What does it mean?
1. In one sentence, what is the main point?  
2. Why did the author choose to include this?

3. How would the original audience have been affected by this?  

4. What doctrines are in view here?  
5. How does this passage reveal man’s need for a savior? 


6. How does this passage connect to the overall storyline of the Bible? How does it point to or reveal Jesus as the Savior? 
Application – What significance does it have for us?
1. How does God want this passage to function in my life?  In our church?

2. What kind of a response does this passage call for from us? Are there:


· Examples to follow?

· Commandments to obey?

· Sins to forsake?

· Promises to claim?

· Principles to live by?

· Invitations to worship?


3. How does God invite the hearer to experience Jesus Christ through this story?

4. Motivated by grace, how does God want me to be different in light of this passage?


