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The Grammatical-Historical Method

1.
Definition
A.
“Grammatical-historical exegesis attempts to uncover the meaning a text would have had to its original human author and readers.”

B. Definition: The meaning of a text is what the author intended his readers to understand by his words.

C. Question: Who determines meaning?

2.
Method
A.
Our goal is to carefully, systematically, study Scripture to discover the meaning intended by the author.
B.
We seek to understand what it was the author originally intended for his readers to grasp. 
C.
In order to get from the American continent of the 21st century to the world of the Bible, we must cross over bridges at least 2,000 years old and 10,000 miles wide. This is the work of hermeneutics, the goal of exegesis. The grammatical-historical method is designed to transport us across these bridges back into the world of the Bible authors.
D.
Having crossed the bridges back into the world of the Bible and having understood the meaning the original author intended, our job is only half done. We must then cross back to our world. We do this by assigning significance to the meaning we’ve discovered. We say to ourselves, “OK, God rescued Daniel from some lions; what significance does that have for me? For my family? For my church?” This is the work of application, of assigning significance to the original meaning.
E.
The observations and questions we ask in doing grammatical-historical exegesis fall into four main areas:

1. What are the words and grammar of the passage?

2. What is the literary context?

3. What is the historical context?

4. What is the genre?

3.
Areas of study

A.
The words and grammar of the passage

1.
Look for the literal, plain meaning of the words and sentences.

2.
Grammar may consider:

a.
Figures of speech (simile, metaphor)

 Ps. 19:4 “In the heavens he has pitched a tent for the sun” (metaphor)

 Ps. 19:5 “…which is like a champion rejoicing to run his course” (simile)

 1 Th. 5:23 “…destruction will come upon them suddenly as labor pains on a pregnant woman” (simile)

b.  Parallelism

· Ps. 119:105 – “Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.”

· Ps. 19:1-2 – “The heavens declare the glory of God, and the sky above proclaims his handiwork.  Day to day pours out speech, and night to night reveals knowledge.”
· Deut. 6:5 – “You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might.”

c.  Contrasts

· Pr. 15:1 – “A soft answer turns away wrath, but a harsh word stirs up anger.”

· Ro. 6:23 – “For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”

c.  Conjunctions

· 2 Tim. 1:7-8 “For God gave us a spirit not of fear but of power and love and self-control.   Therefore do not be ashamed of the testimony about our Lord, nor of me his prisoner.”
· Gen 6:6-8 – “And the LORD was sorry that he had made man on the earth, and it grieved him to his heart. So the LORD said, "I will blot out man whom I have created from the face of the land, man and animals and creeping things and birds of the heavens, for I am sorry that I have made them." But Noah found favor in the eyes of the LORD.”
3.
Tools for study:

a. Theological dictionaries

b. Study Bibles

c. Commentaries

B.
The literary context

1.
Definition: “Literary context is the words, sentences, paragraphs, or chapters that surround and relate to a text.”

2.
Principles for determining literary context:

a. How does this verse fit into the immediate context?

b. How does this passage fit into the paragraphs or chapters nearby?

c. How do these paragraphs or chapters fit into the book?

d. How does this book fit into the Bible?

e. Why is this passage here and not somewhere else?

f. What is the main point of this passage? Of the book?

g. Are there key words or repeated words or phrases?

3.
Tools for study:

a. Your eyes and your Bible.

b.  Old and New Testament Introductions

c.  Study Bibles

d.  Commentaries

C.
The historical context

1.
Definition: “Historical context is the culture, customs, languages, beliefs, and history of the author and his original audience.”

2.
Principles for determining historical context (the big picture in and around a book):

a.
Where did this take place?

b.
When did this take place?

c.
Who wrote it?

d.
Are there any customs unique to the culture here?

e.
In what language was the text written?

f.
Who was in power at the time?

g.
What philosophies would have been prevalent at the time?

h.
What was the geography or topography?

3.
Tools for study:

 Bible atlas

 Historical Dictionaries

 Study Bibles

 Commentaries

D.
The genre

1.
Definition: Genre is a type or style of literature.

2.
Genres in the Bible:

a. Poetry

b. Narratives

c. Parables

d. Letters/epistles

e. Prophecy

f. Lamentations

g. Laws

h. Hyperbole

i. Proverbs

j. Apocalypse

EXERCISE #1

Romans 12:1-2

1 I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. 2 Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect.

Observations – What does it say?

Concerning the letter:

1
Who is the author of the letter?

2.
Who were the recipients of the letter?

3.
When was it written?

4.
Why was the letter written?

Concerning the passage:

1.
What are the facts of the passage (Who? What? Where? When?)? 

2.
Where in the letter does the passage fall (e.g. salutation, thanksgiving/prayer, body, conclusion)?

3.
What is the outline/structure of the passage?

4.
Grammar and Syntax:

· Repetition?

· Unusual words?

· Key terms?

5.
What is the literary context?

· How does this passage fit into the paragraph?  Chapter?  Letter?

· Why did the author place the passage here and not elsewhere?

6.
What is the historical context?
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