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How to Determine Application

1. Understand the meaning of the text using grammatical-historical methods by summarizing the original historical/cultural context and the meaning of the text for the original audience.

2. Understand the differences between the original biblical situation and our current situation.

3. List the timeless theological principles communicated by the passage that are true for them and for us.

4. How should one apply the theological principles in our lives here today?

a. Look at how the theological principles discerned addressed the original situation.

b. Look for a parallel situation in our context. 

c. Make the application specific.

d. Check your application: have you created a new rule not directly or necessarily implied by the text?

� Adapted from Chapter 13 of Duvall and Hays, Grasping God’s Word, Zondervan, 2005.





