Turn with me in your Bibles to Revelation chapter 1.  As many of you know, my and Beth’s favorite TV show is 24, which if you haven’t watched it, the whole season each year happens in a single 24 hour day, so each episode is one hour long, and during the course of these 24 hours a major terrorist plot is solved by the hero and main character of the show, Jack Bauer.  There are a lot of things that I like about the show, the action, the story line, the focus on terrorism and the way that Jack Bauer was always able to defeat the terrorists just in the nick of time.  But one of the keys to the show’s success is the way that they leave you hanging after every single hour long episode.  Something dramatic is about to happen at the end of each episode, and you don’t know what’s going to happen until the next week.  Or if it’s the end of the season, you don’t know what’s going to happen until the next year when the new season starts.  It really draws you into the plot and you find yourself identifying with the characters in a way that can really play on your emotions.  This especially happened with my wife Beth, who at the end of a number of episodes would ask me fearfully, “Is Jack going to live?”  And my answer was always, we know that he will live, because there’s going to be another season.  And this year, whch was the end of the TV series, even though I couldn’t say there’s going to be another season, I knew that they were going to make a movie, carrying on the story, so I could assure Beth that Jack would make it because they had to keep him alive for the movie.  Knowing the outcome, that Jack would definitely live in the future allowed me to assure Beth from fearing in the middle of each crisis.  We knew the end – Jack lives!  And so we were able to enjoy the plot twists and turns without dreading for Jack – we were confident he would make it, no matter what else happened.  

And that’s why the book of Revelation is included in our Bibles.  It doesn’t explain all the details about how it will happen, contrary to what some self-proclaimed prophecy experts would have you believe. But to a church under siege by sin, the world, and Satan it tells you this:  the main character has conquers.  Jesus Christ reigns, and he has defeated every enemy for his bride, the church, and the book of Revelation is about the unveiling of his victory inaugurated when Christ took on flesh, accomplished at Christ’s death and resurrection, and will be made perfectly clear for every eye to see when he returns to judge the wicked and to glorify his bride.  This book is not there to tell us all the specific details about how the end will come, about identifying certain rulers or kingdoms, or about helping you to read the signs of the times to know when what some Christians call the “rapture” is supposedly going to take place.  If you try to read Revelation that way, you may sell tens of millions of books, but you will miss the real power and meaning of this final Word of Scripture. Now I just preached to you the whole book of Revelation in a few sentences, and for the next months we will be unpacking that, starting this morning with the first three verses.  So turn with me to Revelation 1, beginning at verse 1.  I’m actually going to read the whole first chapter, because I think it will give us a taste of what we can expect for the next months, and I’m going to ask you to do something that we don’t usually do, but I thought would be appropriate, to stand in reverence of God’s Word and let us hear what Jesus Christ has to say to us this morning.

1The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave him to show to his servants the things that must soon take place. He made it known by sending his angel to his servant John, 2 who bore witness to the word of God and to the testimony of Jesus Christ, even to all that he saw. 3 Blessed is the one who reads aloud the words of this prophecy, and blessed are those who hear, and who keep what is written in it, for the time is near.

Greeting to the Seven Churches

 4John to the seven churches that are in Asia:  Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is to come, and from the seven spirits who are before his throne, 5and from Jesus Christ the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of kings on earth.

   To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood 6and made us a kingdom, priests to his God and Father, to him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen. 7Behold, he is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see him, even those who pierced him, and all tribes of the earth will wail on account of him. Even so. Amen.

 8 "I am the Alpha and the Omega," says the Lord God, "who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty."

9I, John, your brother and partner in the tribulation and the kingdom and the patient endurance that are in Jesus, was on the island called Patmos on account of the word of God and the testimony of Jesus. 10 I was in the Spirit on the Lord’s day, and I heard behind me a loud voice like a trumpet 11saying, "Write what you see in a book and send it to the seven churches, to Ephesus and to Smyrna and to Pergamum and to Thyatira and to Sardis and to Philadelphia and to Laodicea."

 12Then I turned to see the voice that was speaking to me, and on turning I saw seven golden lampstands, 13and in the midst of the lampstands one like a son of man, clothed with a long robe and with a golden sash around his chest. 14 The hairs of his head were white, like white wool, like snow. His eyes were like a flame of fire, 15 his feet were like burnished bronze, refined in a furnace, and his voice was like the roar of many waters. 16 In his right hand he held seven stars, from his mouth came a sharp two-edged sword, and his face was like the sun shining in full strength.

 17 When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead. But he laid his right hand on me, saying, "Fear not, I am the first and the last, 18and the living one. I died, and behold I am alive forevermore, and I have the keys of Death and Hades. 19 Write therefore the things that you have seen, those that are and those that are to take place after this. 20As for the mystery of the seven stars that you saw in my right hand, and the seven golden lampstands, the seven stars are the angels of the seven churches, and the seven lampstands are the seven churches.

Let’s pray.

We are going to look at 4 things about the first three verses by means of introduction to the whole book.  I’ll give them to you now to help you follow along.  First the nature of the revelation.  Second the purpose of the revelation.  Third, the promise of the revelation. And finally, the response to the revelation.  Three verses, four points.  

So first the nature of the revelation.  Let’s just look at verses 1-2 – “He made it known by sending his angel to his servant John, 2 who bore witness to the word of God and to the testimony of Jesus Christ, even to all that he saw.”  Revelation.  No book of the Bible has been more misunderstood that this one.  I must confess that I found myself rather discouraged when I learned that Calvin said that the reason he hadn’t written a commentary on the book of Revelation was because he didn’t think he understood it well enough.  So what are we doing here?  Well, that word “revelation” gives me much comfort, because it indicates that the purpose of this book isn’t to conceal secret truths that only prophecy specialists can unlock if they know the magic formulas.  It’s not here to perplex us – it is here to disclose something to us.  The Greek word we translate revelation is apokalypsis – apocalypse.  That sounds menacing doesn’t it?  Conjuring up images of world war and cataclysmic destruction!  Well as we will read in this book, that certainly is true of what we will read – but apocalypse is actually a genre of literature, and in order to rightly understand how to read and interpret this apocalypse of Jesus Christ, we need to understand certain things about genre, because if you misunderstand how to read genre you can get yourself in big trouble.  

Not many of us were here for this, but back when radio was still the primary means of communication before television was more common, on Halloween of 1938, there was a radio broadcast by Orson Welles of contemporary adaptation of a novel by HG Wells called The War of the Worlds.  Originally the novel was set in Victorian England, but Orson Welles reformatted the novel to a series of radio segments made to sound like actual news bulletins, and descriptions of an alien attack on the US, and millions of Americans believe that this was an actual news report, that the United States had been invaded by destructive aliens.  Now most of us have learned that you can’t trust everything you hear on the news, but an understanding of genre would have solved this problem entirely.  This broadcast wasn’t happening during the time for the evening news – it was during a regular program called Mercury Theatre on Air.  It was a fictional broadcast, but if you thought were you listening to a news program you  had reason to be frightened. But if you’d known this was theatre, you would just sit back and enjoy the show.  If you misunderstand the genre of Revelation, you will also make significant errors.  In fact, most evangelicals make that very mistake, and we will talk about that in a little bit.  But if you understand a few things about this genre, you won’t miss the forest for the trees.

Apocalyptic literature is about unlocking, unveiling invisible realities in vivid pictures.  It’s communication of hidden truth, hidden realities by symbols.  Symbols are intended to teach us something that wouldn’t be visible to the naked human eye.  Symbols are only helpful when they can be understood, and so most of the symbols in the book of Revelation are ones that are taken from the Old Testament.  Some are taken from things that would be easily understood to the first century recipient of the book of Revelation, and it takes extra study on our part to understand those things, but the vast majority of these pictures are understood simply by knowing the Old Testament.  So just as in Genesis we spent a lot of time going to the New Testament, in Revelation, we will spend a lot of time going back to the Old Testament.  I want to do that right now by going back to the book that had perhaps the most influence on the book of Revelation, and that is the book of Daniel.  Turn there with me to Daniel chapter 12.  The book of Daniel has some important clues for us, several of which we will see this morning, and one of them is in chapter 12.  In Daniel we have prophecies about the last days prophesied long before those days were to come, and in 12:4, God after giving Daniel an apocalyptic prophecy, God says these words: “But you, Daniel, shut up the words and seal the book, until the time of the end.”  Then in verse 8, Daniel asks for more details: I heard, but I did not understand. Then I said, "O my lord, what shall be the outcome of these things?" 9He said, "Go your way, Daniel, for the words are shut up and sealed until the time of the end.”  The words were shut up.  They were no longer revealed, but rather they were hidden until the right time.  With the writing of the book of Revelation, the right time has come.  It’s the time of the end when John has his vision on the Lord’s Day while he is in the Spirit on the isle of Patmos.  What had been hidden has now been revealed.

Another important thing to realize about apocalyptic literature is that because it is revelation using symbols, you have to interpret those symbols…symbolically.  I say it like that because of one major stream of biblical interpretation that is the most popular in evangelicalism today known as dispensationlism misses this point almost entirely.  Books like the Left Behind series and an older book called the Late Great Planet Earth, as well as popular study Bibles like the Scofield and Ryrie study Bibles, even the otherwise very good MacArthur study Bible, all represent this stream of interpretation, and the reason why I say they miss this point about understanding symbols is that they teach that whenever possible you should interpret the book of Revelation literally, and they emphasize that point.  The problem is two-fold.  First, they end up only taking the things literally that fit into their scheme – for example Rev. 5 says that Jesus is a Lamb with 7 eyes, they don’t take that literally – and thus only take more things literally than I would, but fail to take all things literally.  But the bigger point besides inconsistency is that it fails to understand apocalyptic genre.  Symbols are not meant to be taken literally.  They are meant to be taken as symbols.  And so when the literalist reads about the locusts with crowns of gold and human faces in chapter 9, Tim LaHaye, who wrote the Left Behind books, claims that John was actually seeing Apache helicopters, but didn’t know how else to explain the machines.  But when you understand that instead, John is importing symbolism from the plagues of the Exodus, you stop being as concerned about figuring out why the locust had a human face, and stand back and read it as a description of a fierce demon who is able to inflict intense torment upon its victims as part of the spiritual war that the church is engaged in.  If you read these symbols literally, you will miss the real meaning of the text.  Our goal is not to interpret symbols literally, but rather to interpret them as the author intended them to be interpreted – as the symbols that they are.  

And the last part of this first point is that it is a revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave him, and the him we see in the next verse is John the apostle.  This book is different than the rest of the New Testament in this way.  Whereas in Paul’s letters or in John’s gospel, for examples, you will find a lot of the apostles Paul and John woven throughout those books, you will find very little of John here.  Even though the Holy Spirit is the ultimate author of both Paul’s epistles and the book of Revelation and without error, and so we call the book of Romans for example God’s Word in the same way that we call Revelation God’s Word, at the same time, with the book of Revelation, John was simply describing the exact vision that he had, getting direct instructions from the risen Christ on what to write down.  It is revelation from Jesus Christ, and it is revelation about Jesus Christ.  This isn’t the book of 4th John – it’s in a sense, the book of 1st Jesus, a direct revelation from the risen Christ to be addressed to the churches of Asia, and really to all the church throughout history.   John was merely a scribe.  So that’s the nature of revelation.

Our second point, let’s consider the purpose of Revelation.  Verse 1 again – “The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave him to show to his servants the things that must soon take place. He made it known by sending his angel to his servant John.”  The stated purpose of why God sent this revelation to John is clear: to show God’s servants the things that must soon take place.  These are not things that may happen – they are things that must happen.  They are certain, and as we will see, fixed in history because God is the one driving the course of human history along.  And these certain events are not far off into the future, but are taking place soon, or as the end of verse 3 says, “the time is near.”  This makes clear that the book of Revelation was not written for a group of people far into the future.  It was addressed to a specific group of churches at the end of the first century, and so the whole book had relevance to them then, but it’s in our Bibles for a reason, and this is the reason: because the things described in the book of Revelation began taking place immediately, and in different forms has been continuing ever since.  It’s not just about what’s going to happen in some future time.  This is a description of the church at war against the world and Satan today. That dispensationalist school of interpretation sees the book of revelation primarily as being something that is off in the distance from the original audience, and the church has been waiting 2000 years for most of the things in this book to take place, especially the things that happen starting in chapter 22.  But the problem here is that it makes the book all but irrelevant for the first 2000 years of church history.  The purpose of the book of Revelation is not “to show the church what will take place in some distant future.”  It’s to show what must soon take place.  Here in chapter 1:9, John says to the churches that he is their partner in the tribulation.  The tribulation that is being unveiled in the coming chapters isn’t a description of what is going to happen merely in the distant future.  It’s a description of what the church was already experiencing, and would continue to experience for the next 2000 years.  What we are going to see in the coming months is that the book of Revelation is describing the church in the midst of a great tribulation today – not about a tribulation that will merely happen in the future that most of us will not experience.  

Part of the reason why many today read the descriptions of the world and Satan arrayed against the church in symbolic language and don’t see themselves engaged in the warfare is because of the perspective they are bringing.  Things seem to be relatively peaceful if you’re a Christian living in the west.  Sure we have some economic troubles, but not because we are Christians.  That by the way is not the experience of most of the church in the world today, but that’s for this reason alone; Satan disguises himself and his persecutions of the church today for us here in the West.  He’s more subtle in deceiving us into thinking that life isn’t really a war.  But the book of revelation is intending to do one of two things to us.  It’s either to comfort those who are aware of the war and are bruised and bloodied by it, those who are dying in the midst of this turmoil because of disease and sin; or its intended to awaken those of us who think that life isn’t really a war, that things are going well.  When we get to the letters to the churches we will see the different ways that these temptations play themselves out, in either despair and hopelessness, or worldliness and compromise, and they get encouragement and rebuke tailored to their unique situation, sins, and temptations.  But despite our relative ease here in Northern Virginia, make no mistake about it.  There is a war raging all around us.  

What we sometimes forget is that according to the Scriptures, the last days have already been inaugurated.  When you hear that expression, the last days, if you were raised in dispensational theology like I was, you probably think that we are living in the last days, but that we haven’t been there for very long.  But what the Bible reveals is that we have been in the last days since the death and resurrection of Christ.  The clearest passage that tells us we are in the last days is Acts 2:16-21, and this is a quotation by Peter of Joel 2.  “But this is what was uttered through the prophet Joel:  "'And in the last days it shall be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh,and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy,  and your young men shall see visions,  and your old men shall dream dreams; 18even on my male servants and female servants  in those days I will pour out my Spirit, and they shall prophesy. 19And I will show wonders in the heavens above   and signs on the earth below, blood, and fire, and vapor of smoke; 20 the sun shall be turned to darkness  and the moon to blood, before the day of the Lord comes, the great and magnificent day.  21And it shall come to pass that everyone who calls upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.”

That sounds cataclysmic doesn’t it?  But according to Peter, the last days were begun when the Spirit fell upon the whole church.  You see, we have been in the last days since Pentecost, and therefore the situation described in the book of Revelation is about our experience here and now, and that has been the case since the book fo Revelation was first sent to the original recipients.  This book is relevant for every church in every place at every time.  

What we are getting here in Revelation is a perspective on the world in rebellion from God’s vantage point, from the heavenly throne room.  In chapters 4 and 5 we will get a peak inside that throne room, and then the rest of the book are a series of cycles of 7 that describe God’s judgment being poured out upon the earth.  In addition to the 7 letters, you have the 7 seals, the 7 trumpets, and the 7 bowls, and while there are differences between them, they all represent the same basic pattern of judgment with a period of salvation, and in both 6:12-17 as part of the 7 seals, and again in 11:12-14 as part of the 7 trumpets you have the cataclysmic, universal judgment that are clearly pictures of the final judgment of the Lamb upon the wicked.  But there can’t be two judgment days, and so what we see here are several different perspectives of the same thing, recapitulations, or the view of what’s happening on earth from heaven from several slightly different angles.  I’d encourage you to read through the book of Revelation this week and see if you see some of those repeating patterns, some of the similar big picture things going on in chapters 6-21.  I believe what you will find is that the book of Revelation lays out history not chronologically, in order of the time that things happen, but thematically.  

Here’s the thing: we are in the last days, and the church is at war.  Sometimes this war doesn’t look so serious.  Sometimes the problems look small when times are going well.  But sometimes even in the West we get a glimpse of the apocalypse.  Sometimes we get Hurricane Katrinas.  Sometimes we get 9/11s and Massive Oil Spills in the gulf.  Sometimes we see the havoc that cancer plays upon the body.  Sometimes we see how sin destroys marriages and rips families apart.  This book gives us God’s perspective on what’s going on.  The tragedy and wickedness and destruction that we see here on earth is heading somewhere.  These things don’t have the final say; Jesus Christ does.  And the picture we see is of Christ ruling and reigning over the kings of the earth and over each and every situation caused by sin and Satan.  And so God gives us this book to tell us what to expect here and now, and what to look forward to, the consummation of the marriage supper of the lamb in chapter 19 and the New heavens and New earth in chapter 21.  That’s where this is  all heading, and it’s happening exactly according to plan.  Hence the purpose of this book – to show the church what soon must take place.  

Thirdly, let’s look at the promise of the Revelation.  Verse 3.  “Blessed is the one who reads aloud the words of this prophecy, and blessed are those who hear, and who keep what is written in it, for the time is near.”  Blessed are those who read, and blessed are those who hear. And because it not only says that those who hear are blessed, but those who hear and keep what is written, we see that’s it’s not passive listening – that true hearing is a fearing that believes and responds appropriately.  You can’t be merely a hearer of this word, but to those who hear and keep what is contained in here.  This is another reason why we are studying this book: the reading and hearing of this book come with a promised blessing.    It’s the only part of the Bible where just reading is promised to lead to blessing.  Now when this book was first received by the churches, remember that most in the church couldn’t read, and so there would be a person who would read the letter aloud to the congregation, that’s the blessing for the reader.  But there’s also a blessing for those who hear and who keep what is written in it.

This is actually the first of seven blessings in the book of revelation.  Others include blessings for being faithful unto death in chapter 14, for being ready for the Lord’s coming in chapter 16, and responding to the invitation to the marriage supper of the Lamb in chapter 19 among others.  As we talked about the importance of symbolism, that number 7 is always important, indicating perfection and completion.  So those who hear and respond by faith to these conditional blessings will receive the perfect blessings associated with them.  

Now how is it a blessing?  It is a blessing from God in that it is a word of comfort to God’s people.  In the midst of tragedy, it’s a word from God saying “it’s going to be ok, I’m in control.”  In the midst of those who have been mistreated God says, “It’s going to be ok, vengeance is mine, says the Lord and I will repay.”  In the midst of our own sin, God says the day is coming when I will remove all that away, and the church, dressed in fine white linen washed clean by the blood of the Lamb as His precious bride will be shown to be the radiating beauty and the apple of Christ’s eye.  When all around our soul gives way he then is all our hope and stay.  This is the promise to us, and it’s a promise for every generation who reads this book, not just for those who are left behind in some future time.  This point is part of why it matters about whether you approach this book as a dispensationalist or whether you approach it as we are doing, seeing it as about the church’s experience for all time until the second coming.  When I engage in these critiques of other believers, I don’t do so to make us feel better about ourselves.  It’s because the way you approach this book has real consequences on what you will receive from this.  I daresay that if you see this book as being merely or mainly about what’s going to happen after the church gets raptured out of this place, and so it has little meaning for us today other than satisfying a little curiosity, you will not receive the blessing that God intends.  The blessing is comfort to a distressed people!  It’s promises and assurance to those who have been battered by their own sins, and the sins of the wicked against them, and the lure of the world, and the persecution and harassment of Satan and his demons.  God intends through this study of the book of Revelation for our hearts to be strengthened to trust him, to see him as the great reigning King of Kings and Lord of Lords, to have confidence that whatever happens, God knows, and he will repay every wrong committed against his saints.  The blessing isn’t a Gnostic, secret knowledge about what’s going to happen after we are long gone only for those who study prophecy; it’s peace and comfort in the midst of the long, bloody, sometimes deadly war for all who hear and believe.   It is a blessing to the church both when it was first written and it’s a blessing to the church today, and God has always intended it to be so.

And finally, we get to the response to the revelation.  Verse 3 again. “Blessed is the one who reads aloud the words of this prophecy, and blessed are those who hear, and who keep what is written in it, for the time is near.”  If blessing is the promise, the response to that promise is perseverance and obedience and worship.  What does it mean to keep what is written in it?  It’s about obedience to God for the purpose of the worship of God demonstrated by perseverance throughout these troubled times.  We said that God’s purpose in giving us the book of Revelation was to show us the things that must soon take place, but his goal in showing us what soon must take place was the magnification of his glory over all the earth in the obedience and worship of his people.  Remember that the glory of God is always the chief end of everything that God does, and one of the ways that his glory is made known is through the obedience of his saints.  So what is it specifically that we are called to obey, to keep?  Everything that is written in this book.  You’ll have to read the book for yourself and then let us unpack it over the coming months to see all the aspects of obedience that are called for in these pages, but by placing this priority here, of not merely being hearers of the Word, but doers at the outset of the book, the priority of obedience is central to God’s goal in giving us this book.  Our response shouldn’t be to have a prophecy conference to try to figure out who the beast or the false prophet is.  It’s to see the Lord Christ as glorious, and to be feared, and reverenced, and to be worshiped above all other names, and to be obeyed.  So at the end of verse 3 when it says “for the time is near” that is intended to have an effect upon us!  The things described in this book are happening now, and we need to be prepared for these things happening in various ways around us.  This is not the time for sleeping, for making nice with the world, for settling in as if we belong here.  No this is the time for active engagement in the great resistance against sin, and the lure of the world, and the lies and tactics of Satan and his legion who are at work in the world resisting the risen Christ.  The time is near!  Not near as in still a little ways off but almost here, but near as in “Right in front of you.”  It’s here and now, and has been since Christ ascended on high.  

I want to take you to the very end of this book, to see this theme repeated and expanded a little more.  We will preach through the details of what is being called for here eventually, but for today I want you just to get a taste of this goal of perseverance and obedience and worship.  

“6And he said to me, "These words are trustworthy and true. And the Lord, the God of the spirits of the prophets, has sent his angel to show his servants what must soon take place." 7"And behold, I am coming soon. Blessed is the one who keeps the words of the prophecy of this book." 8I, John, am the one who heard and saw these things. And when I heard and saw them, I fell down to worship at the feet of the angel who showed them to me, 9 but he said to me, "You must not do that! I am a fellow servant with you and your brothers the prophets, and with those who keep the words of this book. Worship God." 10And he said to me, "Do not seal up the words of the prophecy of this book, for the time is near. 11 Let the evildoer still do evil, and the filthy still be filthy, and the righteous still do right, and the holy still be holy." 12"Behold, I am coming soon, bringing my recompense with me, to repay everyone for what he has done. 13 I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the end." 14Blessed are those who wash their robes, so that they may have the right to the tree of life and that they may enter the city by the gates. 15 Outside are the dogs and sorcerers and the sexually immoral and murderers and idolaters, and everyone who loves and practices falsehood. 16 "I, Jesus, have sent my angel to testify to you about these things for the churches. I am the root and the descendant of David, the bright morning star.”  17The Spirit and the Bride say, "Come." And let the one who hears say, "Come." And let the one who is thirsty come; let the one who desires take the water of life without price. 18I warn everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: if anyone adds to them, God will add to him the plagues described in this book, 19and if anyone takes away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God will take away his share in the tree of life and in the holy city, which are described in this book. 20He who testifies to these things says, "Surely I am coming soon." Amen. Come, Lord Jesus!”

The goal of seeing what soon must take place is that we would respond to all these things that are currently taking place as the redeemed people of God, that now that the truth of what this battle is really like has been made known to us, we wouldn’t be seduced and deceived.  Don’t be like those on the outside, the dogs and sorcerers and sexually immoral and idolaters.  Don’t be like that, because Jesus is coming soon. Don’t believe the lies that the world puts forward. The world looks beautiful and alluring and desirous to us, but the book of Revelation gives us God’s perspective on the world in rebellion against him and says, no she’s not beautiful, she’s a whore!  And this whore will bring down to destruction all who are lured by her into temptation.  She is to be resisted and unmasked as the harlot she is, but the problem is the church was admiring her, and wanting to be like her, and that’s the same problem that we in this church face, believing the lies of materialism, and lust, and greed, and fear of man, and pride, and so God comes and says, let me tell you what this place is really like.  Let me show you how ugly things really are.  And then let me give you a vision of true beauty, of the resurrected Lamb who was slain from the foundation of the world.  Let me give you a peak into my throne room to see the worship of heaven surrounding my throne.  And let me give you a picture of the new heavens and new earth that I’m going to bring to you.  Don’t believe Satan and his lies.  He’s been bound, cast down out of heaven into the pit, and lo, his doom is sure.  One little word has failed him, the Word made flesh, crucified, made alive, and coming back in power and glory so that his present reign over this world might be fully manifest for all to see, and for every knee to bow and tongue to confess that Jesus Christ is Lord.  That is ultimate reality, and this reality must have its due effect upon us, just as it has that effect in the throne room of heaven where we see the living creatures and the 24 elders all crying out and singing with loud voices, day and night “Holy, Holy, Holy is the Lord God almighty, who was and is and is to come.  And worthy is the Lamb who was slain to receive power and wealth and wisdom and might and honor and blessing!”  That’s what our response must look like!  Singing praise with our lips and living praise with our lives.  That’s the goal of this book, and this series, and it’s the goal of creation history, that Christ might purify for himself a people for his own possession, to secure a bride whom he has washed clean, and reflect with their lives and with their worship what he has done for them.  Let’s pray.  
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