Reaching Others on the Journey

Evangelism and Mission

Our journey together has been established on the gospel and it’s effect on our growth through the practice of spiritual disciplines, as well as our corporate participation in the church.   Our final lesson will examine our mission, necessitated by the gospel, to include others on this journey through evangelism.          

I.
What is evangelism?
Evangelism is communicating the gospel message to people.

“It is a work of communication in which Christians make themselves mouthpieces for God’s message of mercy to sinners.  Anyone who faithfully delivers that message, under whatever circumstances…is evangelizing.”  -J.I. Packer

A. God.

1. God is holy (Isa. 6:3).

2. God is just (Habakkuk 1:13).

3. God is wrathful (Rom. 2:5-6). 



B. Man.

1. Man is sinful (Romans 3:10-18).

2. Man will be judged by God’s standard (Gal. 3:10; Jam. 2:10).

C. Christ.

1. Jesus is God (John 10:30-33).

2.
Jesus is our mediator (I Tim. 2:5-6).

3.
Jesus is our substitute (Rom. 3:25-26).

II.
What isn’t evangelism?

A.
Imposing your beliefs on others.

The gospel is not an opinion, an option or an imposition.  It is truth.


B.
Personal Testimony (Acts 17:30). 

Evangelism is not sharing what the Lord did for you, although it may include that, but communicating God’s claim on others that they must repent.   

C.
Social Action.

D. Apologetics (Romans 1:18).

Resistance to the gospel is not an intellectual problem, but a moral one.

E.
Fruit (Acts 3:6).

“Evangelism is not making proselytes, causing people to make a decision, proving God exists, making a good case for the truth of Christianity, inviting someone to a meeting, not exposing the contemporary dilemma, or rousing interest in Christianity, it’s not wearing a badge that says Jesus saves.  Some of these things are right and good and have their place but none should be confused with evangelism.  To evangelize is to declare on the authority of God what he has done to save sinners, to warn men of their lost condition, to direct them to repent and to believe on the Lord Jesus Christ.” – Mark Dever

III. Who should evangelize?

A.
Believers locally (I Peter 3:15).

Evangelism is never limited in scripture.  The great commission was universally obeyed by all believers (Acts 8:14).  

B. Apostolic ministry trans-locally (Acts 13:2-3).

1. Apostolic ministry is set apart for the gospel (Acts 15:7).

2. Apostolic ministry is sent forth with the gospel (Acts 8:25).

3. Apostolic ministry protects the gospel (I Cor. 15:1).

4. Apostolic ministry builds with the gospel (Rom. 15:20).


IV. WHERE SHOULD WE EVANGELIZE?

Wherever we go (Acts 8:4).

V.
How should we evangelize?  

A. Humbly. 

1. God’s sovereignty in salvation brings him exclusive glory (Eph. 2:1-5).

2. God’s sovereignty is salvation brings us peace.

3. God’s sovereignty in salvation brings us confidence.

“Were it not for the sovereign grace of God, evangelism would be the most futile and useless enterprise that the world has ever seen, and there would be no more complete waste of time than to preach the Christian gospel.”  -J.I. Packer

B. Honestly (Acts 2:23).

It is not insensitive, but loving to confront people with their sin. 

C. Urgently (II Cor. 6:2).

1. Jesus did not minimize the horrors of hell (Mark 9:47-49). 

2. The bible’s description of hell is literal, not figurative (Rev. 20:11-15). 

“Do not begin telling me there is a metaphorical fire in hell.  Who worries about that?  If a man were to threaten to give me a metaphorical blow on the head, I should worry very little about it.  He would be welcome to give me as many as he pleased.  And what do the wicked say?  ‘We do not worry about metaphorical fires.’  But they are real sir, yes, as real as yourself.”  -Spurgeon



3.
The reality of eternal punishment is a  biblical motivator (Luke 17:28).

“If we could only have a five minute glimpse into hell our evangelism would be changed for a lifetime.”  -L.R. Scarborough

“If sinners will be damned, at least let them leap to hell over our bodies.  And if they will perish, let them perish with our arms about their knees, imploring them to stay.  If hell must be filled, at least let it be filled in the teeth of our exertions, and let not one go there unwarned and 

unprayed for.”  -Spurgeon

D. Joyfully.

E. Biblically (Rom 1:16).

We can’t say it better than God has in his word, in fact, the message itself is the 

very power of God to save.  

F. Authentically (Mat. 5:16).

G. Prayerfully (Acts 4:29-30).

H. Intentionally. 

I. Dependently (Acts 1:8).

Vi.

Why do we evangelize? 

A. Obedience to God’s command (Matt. 28:18-20).

B. Burden for the lost (Matt. 9:35-38).

“The Holy Spirit will move them by first moving you.  If you can rest without their being saved, they will rest too.  But if you are filled with an agony for them, if you cannot bear that they should be lost, you will soon find that they are uneasy too.  I hope you will get into such a state that you will dream about your child or your hearer perishing for lack of Christ, and start up at once and begin to cry, ‘O God, give me converts or I die.’  Then you will have converts.”  -C.H. Spurgeon

C. Glory of God.

“Missions is not the ultimate goal of the church.  Worship is.  Missions exist because worship does not.  Worship is ultimate, not missions, because God is ultimate, not man… Worship, therefore, is the fuel and goal of missions.” –John Piper

“The fact is, brethren, we must have conversion work here.  We cannot go on as some churches do without converts.  We cannot, we will not, we must not, we dare not.  Souls must be converted here, and if there not be many born to Christ, may the Lord grant to me that I may sleep in the tomb and be heard of no more.  Better indeed to die than to live, if souls be not saved.”  - C.H. Spurgeon
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