Participating in the Journey

Servanthood and Stewardship

Relationships with one another in the church are to be characterized by biblical fellowship for the purpose of godliness.  Another means by which the corporate context is edified is through the employment of our gifts and the stewardship of our resources.  Servanthood is to distinguish such participation together on the journey.     

I. OUR ATTITUDE IN PARTICIPATING: SERVANTHOOD.

A.
Servanthood defined.

True servanthood is the willful giving of one’s self through the expenditure of time, energy, or possessions in order to meet the need of another.  It is “laying down our lives” in practical ways (1 John 3:16, John 15:13).

“God isn’t merely calling us to serve by doing occasional good deeds at our own convenience, but to be servants, preferring others as a  way of life.”  -Craig Cabaniss

B. Servanthood demonstrated (Phi. 2:3-11).

1. Jesus’ example qualified.  

“A man who is drowning in the ocean may wish that he had taken better swimming lessons, and he may take them some day.  But before he takes them, before he gets his example, he first needs a lifeguard.  In the same way Christ must be our Savior before he can be our example.”  -James Boice

2. Christ “made himself nothing (Phi. 2:7).”

Jesus didn’t cease to be God at the incarnation, rather as God he emptied himself by pouring himself out in the service of others.  Although Jesus was divine, he made himself of no reputation.

a. Rivalry (Phi. 2:3).

This phrase is elsewhere translated as selfish ambition.  It is desiring promotion or recognition over or against others.




b.
Conceit (Phi. 2:3). 

“Man is a proud piece of flesh.  He is apt to have a high opinion of himself... Self conceit is no small sin.  Chrysostom calls it the mother of hell.  It is a kind of idolatry, a self-worshipping.  Whatever noble endowment you have is borrowed... All a man’s gifts, his pregnancy of parts and ripeness of wit, are borrowed from heaven.  And what wise man would be proud of a jewel that was lent to him?  1 Corinthians 4:7: ‘What has thou that thou didst not receive?’”  -Thomas Watson
3. Christ took, “the form of a slave (Phi. 2:7).”

For God to become man and take the role of a slave is unfathomable.  Jesus laid aside his rights as the Sovereign of the universe and came to serve rather than be served.

“The true test of being a servant is that we don’t mind being treated like one.”  -Jerry Bridges

4.
Christ “humbled himself (Phi. 2:8).”

Jesus willingly humbled himself and subjected himself to the point of death.  He demonstrated incomprehensible, sacrificial humility by bearing God’s wrath for our sin.  Though completely innocent he suffered in our place.  The cross is the ultimate demonstration of humility.

C. Servanthood demanded.

As Christians we are commanded to, “have this mind among yourselves…” 

1. Denying ourselves (Phi. 2:7; II Cor. 5:15). 

“Self denial is the foundation of godliness, and if this is not well laid all the building will fall.”  -Thomas Watson

2. Humbling ourselves (Phi. 2: 8).

“If anyone would like to acquire humility, I can, I think, tell him the first step.  The first step is to realize that one is proud.”  -C. S. Lewis

3. Counting others better than ourselves (Phi. 2: 3).

“How can we esteem others better than ourselves?  There is only one thing I know of that crushes me to the ground, and humiliates me to the dust, and that is to look at the Son of God, and especially to contemplate the cross. Nothing else can dot it.  When I see that I am a sinner, or feel lost, or condemned or helpless, and that nothing but the Son of God on the cross can save me, I am humbled to the dust.  I say that no one can be worse than I am.  But it is only the cross that makes me feel that.  Nothing but the cross can make a man esteem others better than himself.  Nothing but the cross of Christ can give us this spirit of humility.... Men and women must be humbled; they must be reduced; self must be crucified; and it is only at the cross that this happens.”  -Martyn Lloyd-Jones  

Humble servanthood flows not from mere duty but from a genuine heart interest in the glory of God and the needs of others.  

II. OUR ACTIONS IN PARTICPATING: SPIRITUAL GIFTS.

A.
The nature of spiritual gifts (I Corinthians 12:1).
1. Subordinate to the centrality of Christ.

2. Freely given.

“Charismata” literally  means “the many results of grace” or  “grace gifts.”   

3. Spiritual gifts defined.

“A spiritual gift is any ability that is empowered by the Holy 



Spirit and used in any ministry of the church.”  -Wayne Grudem

B.
The purpose of spiritual gifts.

1. To glorify God and build the  church between the time of Christ’s ascension and his return (I Cor. 1:7, 13:1-3).

2.
“To prepare God’s people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ (Eph. 4:11-13).”

3.
To proclaim and elevate Jesus as Lord (I Cor. 12:2-3).

“The presence of the Spirit in power and gifts makes it easy for God’s people to think of the power and gifts as the real evidence of the Spirit’s presence.  Not so for Paul.  The ultimate criterion of the Spirit’s activity is the exaltation of Jesus as Lord.  Whatever takes away from that, even if they be legitimate expressions of the Spirit, begins to move away from Christ to a more pagan fascination with spiritual activity as an end in itself.”  Gordon Fee

4. To demonstrate diversity within unity (I Cor. 12:4-6).  

C.
The use of spiritual gifts.
1.
Each person is gifted (I Cor. 12:7).

2.
The lists of spiritual gifts (cataloged in the addendum) in scripture are not exhaustive but representative (Rom. 12:6-8; I Cor. 12:28-31; Eph. 4:11; 1 Peter 4:10).  

3. God sovereignly distributes the gifts (I Cor. 12:11).

4.
Each gift is vital to the body (I Cor. 12:12-26).

There is no place for envy for, “God arranged the members in the body, each one of them as he chose.”  Everyone can’t be the same, for each one must make their unique contribution for the common good.   

D.
Pursuing spiritual gifts (I Cor. 12:31, 14:1).
Scripture encourages the desire, pursuit, and use of our spiritual gifts.  We are to be expectant and exercise them in faith with a motive of love towards others.  

“The most important thing I have done in pursuing the gifts has been to pray very specifically for the gifts I felt the Lord wanted to give me.  Even though the Holy Spirit distributes the gifts to each one just as he wills (I Cor.12:11), Paul still encouraged the Corinthians to pray for gifts.  If you have the gift of  tongues, for example, Paul says that you should pray for the gift of interpretation (I Cor. 14:13).  Don’t be passive.  Don’t say, ‘God can give me any gift he wants to.’  God could also make you a great Bible scholar if he wanted to, but I don’t know any great Bible scholars who got that way without diligently pursuing the knowledge of the Bible.  Nor do I know any great evangelists who got that way without diligently pursuing evangelism.”  -Jack Deere

III. OUR STEWARDSHIP IN PARTICIPATING: GIVING.

Our participation in the journey involves the stewardship of all of our resources, including our talents and time as well as our money and possessions.  One of God’s gifts to us is our finances and possessions which also are to be used for the strengthening of the church.  


A.
God owns everything (Ps. 50:12).  

He provides the world and all that is in it as a lavish gift to mankind.

“Beware, lest you say in your heart, ‘My power and the might of my hand have gotten me this wealth.’  You shall remember the Lord your God, for it is he who gives you power to get wealth, that he may confirm his covenant…”  (Deuteronomy 8:17-18).

B.
Man is a steward of the money and possessions provided by God.

1. Faithful.

a.
He must work (I Thes. 3:3-10, 4:11-12)

b.
He must be a joyful, generous giver (Luke 6:38, Rom 9:8, II Cor. 9:7).

2.
Sinful.  

Materialism stems from seeing money and possessions as life giving.

a.
Greed (I Tim 6:6-10).

b. Laziness (Pr. 3:27).

c. Selfishness (Pr. 28:19).

C.
Excursus: Tithes and Offerings.


1.  
Tithing defined (Ex. 23:19).

Tithe simply means one tenth.  In the Old Testament it is also referred to as “first fruits.”  

2. The tithe in scripture.

a.
Belongs to the Lord (Lev 27:30).

b.
Calculated on everything (Lev 27:30, Mal 3:10)).

c.
Established before the law by Abraham and Jacob (Gen. 14:20, 28:22).

d.
Formalized by Moses (Lev 27:30).

e. Given for the maintenance of the temple and provision for the 
priests (Lev. 27: 30:2; Deut. 14:22-24)

f.
Commended by Jesus (Matt. 23:23).
"If tithing is God’s minimal expectation, the issue is, can I afford not to tithe? Can I afford to be disobedient? Can I afford to rob God? There is, of course, one way to reduce my tithe, and that is to reduce my income. If my tithe seems to be a lot of money, I should praise God! Look at how abundantly he has provided."  

-Randy Alcorn
3. Offerings defined (Acts 24:17).

Offerings are anything given above the tithe.  


D.
Offerings in scripture. 

1. Provide care for the deserving poor (Acts 4:34-36, Gal. 2:10).

2. Given to help plant churches (II Cor. 11:7-9).

3. Given for building projects (Neh. 7:70-71). 

Addendum

“Non-Spectacular” Gifts

I. GIFTS OF SPEAKING.

A.
Word of Wisdom.   A Spirit inspired insight into some aspect of God’s redemptive purpose which is then spoken and which results in the edification of others, and perhaps the illumination of others with the saving power of the gospel (I Cor. 12:8).

B.
Word of Knowledge.  The Spirit empowered ability to gain insights into and to explain various aspects of the Christian faith and life, resulting in the instruction and edification of others (I Cor. 12:8).

C.
Exhortation.  Speaking words under the power of the Spirit that exhort, encourage and comfort. (Rom 12:8).

II.
GIFTS OF SERVICE.

A. Service.  The Spirit-prompted sensitivity to needs (especially materially) within the community, along with the accompanying actions of organizing and providing for these needs (Rom 12:7).

B.
Helps.  The Spirit-empowered capacity to render practical help and assistance to those in need (I Cor. 12:28).


C.
Giving.  The Spirit prompted capacity to utilize and give material resources to those in need (Rom 12:8).    

D. Mercy.  A Spirit inspired compassion that manifests itself in concrete acts toward others with a view toward providing comfort and relieving pain (Rom 12:8).

E.
Leading.  The Spirit empowered capacity to lead and manage the various aspects of some functional structure within the body of Christ (Rom. 12:8).

F.
Administration.  The Spirit-empowered ability to provide wise guidance to a sphere within or a function of the body of Christ.

III. “Miraculous” Gifts.

A. Working of Miracles (I Cor. 12:10).

B. Healing (I Cor. 12:9).

C. Prophecy (I Cor. 12:10).

D. Faith (I Cor. 12:9). 

E. Distinguishing of spirits (I Cor. 12:10).

F. Tongues (I Cor. 12:10).

G. Interpretation of tongues (I Cor. 12:10).

H. Apostles (I Cor. 12:28).

I. Prophets (I Cor. 12:28).

J. Teachers (I Cor. 12:28).

K. Evangelists (Eph. 4:11).

L. Pastors (Eph. 4:11).
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