Together on the Journey

Relationships

We’ve examined our salvation through the gospel, being motivated by grace in the pursuit of sanctification, and the priority of cultivating a passion for God via sound doctrine and encounters with the Holy Spirit.  Although the church’s role in these areas was highlighted, we now turn exclusively to that corporate dimension of our journey together.   This lesson specifically considers the unique context of small group fellowship in which these relationships are practically walked out.  

I. A THEOLOGY OF RELATIONSHIPS.

A.
The corporate God.

1. Relationship within the trinity (Ge. 1:2, 1:26, Jn. 17:24).

2.
Relationship with man (Jer. 31:33; Hos. 2:23; Rev. 21:7).

“Scripture then knows nothing of solitary religion.  The salvation it witnesses to is emphatically one which has corporate dimensions.  No man can be reconciled to God without being reconciled to the people of God within whom his experience of God’s grace immediately sets him.”  Bruce Milne

B. The church as community.

“It is both foolish and wicked to suppose that we will make much progress…  if we isolate ourselves from the visible church.  Indeed, it is common place to hear people declare that they don’t need to unite with a church to be a Christian.  They claim that their devotion is personal and private, not institutional or corporate.  This is not the testimony of the great saints of history; it is the confession of fools.”  R.C. Sproul

1. Body (1Cor. 12:27).  

2. House (1Pet. 2:5).

3. Family (brother or sister occurs some 250 times in the New Testament).

II. FELLOWSHIP DEFINED.

A. Fellowship undefined. 

B. Fellowship defined.


“What is fellowship as defined in the New Testament?  Just this: participating together in the life and truth made possible by the Holy Spirit through our union with Christ.  Fellowship is sharing something in common on the deepest possible level of human relationship- our experience of God himself...”  -John Loftness

III. FELLOWSHIP APPLLIED (CAREGROUPS).

A.
The shared life (Acts 2:42-47).

1. Be at peace with one another (Mark 9:50).

2. Love one another (John 13:34).

3. Be joined to one another (Rom. 12:5).

4. Be devoted to one another (Rom. 12:10).

5. Honor one another (Rom. 12:10).

6. Rejoice with one another (Rom. 12:15).

7. Weep with one another (Rom. 12:15).

8. Live in harmony with one another (Rom 12:16).

9. Accept one another (Rom. 15:7).

10. Counsel one another (Rom 15:14).

11. Greet one another (Rom. 16:16).

12. Agree with one another (I Cor. 1:10).

13. Wait for one another (1 Cor. 11:33).

14. Care for one another (I Cor. 12:25).

15. Serve one another (Gal. 5:13).

16. Carry one another’s burdens (Gal. 6:2).

17. Be kind to one another (Eph. 4:32).

18. Forgive one another (Eph. 4:32).

19. Submit to one another (Eph 5:21).

20. Bear with on another (Col 3:13).

21. Admonish one another (Col. 3:16).

22. Encourage one another (I Thes. 5:11).

23. Build up one another (I Thes. 5:11).

24. Spur one another on (Heb. 10:24).

25. Offer hospitality to one another (I Peter 4:9).

26. Minister gifts to one another (I Peter 4:10).

27. Be humble toward one another (I Peter 5:5).

28. Confess your sins to one another (Jam. 5:16).

29. Pray for one another (Jam 5:16).

30. Fellowship with one another (I John 1:7).

“We should not think of our fellowship with other Christians as a spiritual luxury, an optional addition to the exercise of private devotions.  Fellowship is one of the great words of the New Testament: it denotes something that is vital to a Christian’s spiritual health, and central to the Church’s true life…  The church will flourish and Christians will be strong only when there is fellowship.”  -J.I. Packer
B. The purpose of caregroups.

1. Progressive sanctification  (Heb. 3:13).

2.
Mutual care (I Cor. 12:24-26).

3.
Application of God’s word (James 1:22-24).

“Those who merely listen to the word, Sunday after Sunday, but fail to apply the word to their lives, will experience an increasing degree of self-deception rather than progressive sanctification… Small groups create a context where Christians can apply God’s truth in a personal, practical way.“  -C.J. Mahaney

4. Ministry of the Spirit (I Cor 12:24-26).

5.
Fellowship (Acts 2:42).


C.
The practice of fellowship in caregroups. 


1.
Worship (Eph. 5:19). 

2. Prayer (Jam 5:16).

3. Hospitality (I Pet. 4:9).

“Through the ministry of hospitality, we share our most prized possessions.  We share our family, home, finances, food, privacy, and time.  Indeed, we share our very lives.  So, hospitality is 
always costly.  Through the ministry of hospitality, we provide friendship, acceptance, fellowship, refreshment, comfort, and love in one of the richest and deepest ways possible for humans to understand.  Unless we open the 
doors of our homes to one another, the reality of the local church as a close-knit family of loving brothers and sisters is only a theory.”  -Alexander Strauch

4. Encouragement (I Thes. 5:11).

5.
Practical Service (I John 3:17).

6.
Correction (II Tim. 4:2).

“Most people don’t think of correcting or being corrected as part of our care for one another, but in fact it is one of the most vital ways we serve our friends.  To correct literally means to ‘straighten up again’; to intervene and help when someone is going off course.  What could be more valuable to a friend than this?  -Mickey Connolly

7.
Confession (Jam. 5:16).

“Have you peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ?”

“Do you desire to be told of your faults?”

“Do you desire that every one of us should tell you from time to time, whatsoever is in his heart concerning you?”

“Do you desire that in doing this, we should come as close as possible, that we should cut to the quick, and search your heart to the bottom?”

“Is it your desire and design to be on this and all other occasions, entirely open, so as to speak everything that is in your heart without exception, without disguise and without reserve?”

“What know sin have you committed since our last meeting?”

“What temptations have you met with?”

“How were you delivered?”

“What have you thought, said or done of which you doubt whether it be sin or not?” -from Samuel Wesley’s Band Societies

8.
Accountability.  

“Is there someone who can (and does) question your motives and ask for an explanation of your actions when appropriate?”  -C.J. Mahaney


D.
Hindrances to fellowship in caregroup.


1.
Self-sufficiency (Jam. 4:13-15).

Just as it is sinful to ignore our need for God, it is sinful to ignore our 
need for others.  

2.
Pride (Rom. 12:16).

Authentic fellowship requires humility.  Honesty demonstrated through humble confession of sin and inviting others to speak into our lives is necessary if we are to experience genuine relationships.  Biblical fellowship requires that we be known for who we really are. 

3.
Formality.

4.
Bitterness (Heb. 12:15).

Bitterness in the context of fellowship is simply a sinful reaction to something gone awry in a relationship.  

a. Unfulfilled expectations.

b. Offended pride.

c. Jealousy (I Cor. 3:3).

d. Gossip and slander (II Cor. 12:20).

i.
Gossip is telling someone privileged, negative information when the recipient is neither part of the problem nor part of the solution.

ii.
Slander is the spreading of false information about someone with an intent to harm him or her.

5.
Selfishness (Phil. 2:3-4).
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