Strength for the Journey

The Holy Spirit

Beginning with the gospel and our justification by grace, we progress in sanctification through our passion for God and commitment to His Word.   Those activities are only possible as initiated and sustained by the Holy Spirit.  This lesson considers the essential role of the Spirit in our lives and his empowering strength for the journey. 

I.
THE PERSON OF THE HOLY SPIRIT.

A. The Holy Spirit is God.

1. Identified as God  (Acts 5:3; I Cor. 3:16, 6:17; II Cor. 3:17-18).

2. Possesses the attributes of God.

a. Omniscient (I Cor. 2:10-13).

b. Omnipresent (Psalm 139:7-10).

c. Omnipotent (Luke 1:35).

d. Eternal (Heb 9:14).

3. Worshipped as God (Matt. 28:19; II Cor. 13:14).

4. Involved in the works of God.

a. Creation (Gen 1:2; Psalm 33:6).

b. Providence (Job 34:13-14).

c. Incarnation (Luke 1:34-42).

d. Resurrection (Rom. 1:4).

B. The Holy Spirit is personal.  

1. Personal characteristics.

a. He has a mind (1 Cor. 2:11).

b.
He has a will (I Cor. 12:11).

c.
He has emotion (Eph. 4:30).  

2. Relationship to the Godhead,

“Thus we worship one God in trinity and the trinity in unity, neither blending the persons nor dividing their essence.  For the person of the Father is a distinct person, the person of the Son is another, and that of the Holy Spirit is still another.  But the divinity of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit is one, their glory equal, their majesty coeternal.”  -Athanasian Creed

3. Relationship to man.

a. Sustaining (Job 33:4).

b. Guiding (Psalm 143:10, Mat. 4:1).

c. Identifying (Ge. 41:8, Rom 8:15)).

d. Purifying (Psalm 51:11; Acts 5:3).

e. Predicting (Joel 2:28-29; Acts  2:17-18).

f. Empowering (Acts 1:8).

g. Unifying (Eph. 4:3).

h. Illuminating (I Cor. 2:10-14).

II. THE COMING OF THE  HOLY SPIRIT.

A.
The Disciples’ experience (Acts 1-2).

1.
The promise given (Acts 1:4-8).  

a. Baptism defined (Acts 1:5).  

“Since to be baptized in water means literally to be immersed in, plunged under, and even drenched or soaked with, then to be baptized in the Holy Spirit can mean no less than that.”   

-J. Rodman Williams 

b. The purpose of the baptism in the Spirit (Acts 1:8).  




The Spirit is given for power to witness.  

“If the disciples needed empowering following three years of personal discipleship 
with Christ, witnessing his crucifixion and resurrection, and having just received 40 days of instruction from the resurrected Lord (Acts 1:3), then how much more do we need his empowering presence!”  -Craig Cabinass

2.
The Promise fulfilled (Acts 2:1-18).

a.
The Holy Spirit comes “suddenly... from heaven” (Acts 2:2).  

b. The Holy Spirit “filled” the believers (Acts 2:4).

c.
The Holy Spirit comes with noticeable effects:

i. Wind (Acts 2:.2). 

Wind is a simile for the Spirit.  It emphasizes the suddenness and unmistakable nature of the event.  





 


ii. Fire (Acts 2:3).

Fire is a symbol of the divine presence.  

iii. Speech (Acts 2:4).

3.
The promise described (Acts 2:14-20).

a. Predicted in the Old Testament(Acts 2:16). 

This event was prophesied as the inauguration of the “last days” and marked a pivotal event in salvation history.

b.
Extended to “all”  (Acts 2:17).

4.
The experience repeated.

a. Peter and John before the Sanhedrin (Acts 4:8).

b. Believer’s prayer meeting (Acts 4:31).

B. The Samaritans’ experience (Acts 8:9-25).

1.
The gospel believed (Acts 8:12).

2.
The Spirit received (Acts 8: 14-16).

a. Through the laying on of hands (Acts 8:17).

b.
Accompanied by noticeable effects (Acts 8:18).

C.
Cornelius’ household experience (Acts 10: 36-48).

1. The gospel preached (Acts 10:34-43).

2. The Spirit received when they believed (Acts 10:44).

a. Without the laying on of hands.

b. Accompanied with noticeable effects.

i. Speaking in tongues (Acts 10:46).

ii.
Extolling God (Acts 10:46).

D. Disciples at Ephesus experience (19:1-7).

1. The gospel believed (Acts 19:1).

Although designated as disciples (most likely John’s), it doesn’t appear that these men were converted.  Paul explains the difference between John and Jesus’ ministry and baptizes them in the name of Jesus, apparently for salvation. (Acts 19:1-5).

2 The Spirit received (Acts 19:6).

a. Through the laying on of hands (Acts 19:6).

b. Accompanied by noticeable effects (Acts 19:6).

i. Speaking in tongues (Acts 19:6).

ii.
Prophesying (Acts 19:6). 

III.
APPROPRIATION OF THE SPIRIT FROM THE ACTS NARRATIVE.

A.
Being filled with the Spirit is a definitive experience occurring at a specific 

point in time.

1.
While many of the Spirit’s functions may be unrecognizable (i.e. 



aspects of sanctification), this empowering of the Spirit is clearly 



recognizable.  

2.
The immersion in the Holy Spirit is described in different ways. 

a. Baptized (Acts 1:5). 

b. Coming on (Acts 1:8).

c. Poured out (Acts 2:17).  





d. Received (Acts 8:17).

e. Filled (Acts 4:8). 

B. Immersion in the Spirit is distinct from being born again.  In Acts it occurs with differing chronology, through different means, and with different effects.  

“Scripture is clear that God is sovereign in pouring out the Holy Spirit.  The book of Acts is an example of how God empowers his church and is not a rigid ‘how to’ manual for being filled with the Holy Spirit.”  -Craig Cabinass

1.
Differing chronology.

a. The disciples and the Samaritans have been believers for some time before they are baptized  in the Spirit (John 20:22; Acts 8:12).  

b.
Cornelius’ friends and family are filled with the Spirit at their conversion (Acts 10:44).

2.
Differing means.

a.
At Pentecost, the Spirit is suddenly poured out as the



believers are gathered together. (Acts 2:1).


b.
The Samaritans are filled with the Spirit as Peter and John 



pray for them and place their hands on them (Acts 8:17).  



Saul also receives the Spirit when Ananias (not an apostle) 



places his hands on him (Acts 9:17).

3.
Differing effects.

a. Spiritual gifts are received when people are filled with the Spirit.  

Speaking in tongues is common evidence of the Holy Spirit’s coming though it is not the definitive evidence (see 
Addendum: Speaking in Tongues).  Speaking in tongues occurs when the Spirit is poured out at Pentecost (Acts 2:4), Cornelius’ house (Acts 10:46), and at Ephesus (Acts 19:6).  The gift of prophecy is also associated with being baptized in the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:17, 19:6).

b.
Power for witnessing  is a common evidence of receiving the Spirit’s power (Acts 1:8).  Similarly, boldness to speak God’s word with power accompanies this experience (Acts 4:8, 13, 31).

c.
Uncommon joy can be an evidence of being filled with the 


Spirit.  When the disciples were filled with the Holy Spirit at 



Pentecost, onlookers accused them of actually being drunk 


(Acts 2:13, 13:52).

d.
Spontaneous praise can also accompany the coming of the 


Spirit (Acts 2:11, 10:46).


C.
Being filled with the Spirit is a repeatable experience (Acts 2:4, 4:8,31).

D.
Being filled with the Spirit is a necessary experience for all Christians.

1. Baptism in the Spirit is intended to empower us to reach others with the gospel (Acts 1:8).  

2.
Baptism in the Spirit is intended to enable us to live the Christian life. Consider the activities of the disciples before and after Pentecost.

“Our greatest danger, I feel today, is to quench the Spirit. This is no age to advocate restraint; the church today does not need to be restrained, but to be aroused, to be awakened, to be filled with a Spirit of glory.”  -Martyn Lloyd-Jones

3.
Baptism in the Spirit is intended to introduce us experientially to the gifts of the Holy Spirit so that we can be used by God to strengthen the church.

4.
Baptism in the Spirit is received by asking God in faith, knowing He loves to give “good gifts” to His children (Luke 11:9-13).   The 
person and power of the Holy Spirit is not to be feared but eagerly sought.  To encounter the Holy Spirit is to encounter our loving God himself.  We seek Him and not an experience.  We are to ask and keep asking.  In addition to prayer the outpouring of the Holy Spirit is at times received through the laying on of hands (Acts 8:17-18, 19:6). 

Addendum

Speaking in Tongues

I.
Tongues defined.

A supernatural manifestation of the Holy Spirit in which the believer yields himself to the Holy Spirit and speaks in a language previously unknown and unlearned. 

II. TONGUES PURPOSE

A. To edify the church in a public meeting (1 Cor. 12:7, 10).

1.
Always must be for edification (1 Cor. 14:3-5, 12, 17, 26).

2. All utterances must be followed by interpretation (1 Cor. 14:5, 27). 

Note: 
Tongues and interpretation together are not the same as prophecy. God is being addressed when speaking in tongues; man is being addressed when prophesying.

3.
Number of messages must be limited in a public meeting (1 Cor. 14:27).

4.
Not all have this ministry (1 Cor. 12:30).

5.
Must be spoken out of a motive of love (1 Cor. 13:1).

B.
To edify the individual by communing with God through a personal, devotional language (1 Cor. 14:2).

1.
Phrases which refer to this use.

a.
Praying in tongues (1 Cor. 14:14).

b.
Praying in the Spirit (1 Cor. 14:14-15; Eph. 6:18; Jude 20).

c.
Singing with (in) the Spirit (1 Cor. 14:15).

d.
Giving thanks in the Spirit (1 Cor. 14:16).

2.
Purpose for this use. 

1.
Self-edification (1 Cor. 14:4; Jude 20).

2.
Blessing, magnifying God (1 Cor. 14:15; Acts 10:44-46).

3.
Interceding in prayer when we don’t know how to pray (Rom. 


8:26-27; Eph. 6:18).
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