Understanding the Journey


Sound Doctrine











Our passion for God, explored in the previous lesson, is cultivated through the exercise of spiritual disciplines.  The relationship which that fosters, as well as all Christian practice, is to be governed by God’s Words.  Understanding and applying the truths of scripture is the endeavor of sound doctrine and the topic of consideration for this outline.  








I.	Foundations of Doctrine.





Scripture’s authority (Deut. 5:1).





The Scripture is the very Word of God and as such is the final rule of faith and practice.  The authority of Scripture is the authority of God Himself.





	B.	Scripture’s sufficiency (II Tim. 3:16-17).





Scripture contains all that is required for man's salvation and for all matters of faith and practice. No other source such as tradition, is required in conjunction with Scripture.





“The Bible is God's greatest gift to mankind.  From its pages, God Himself directs us in the way that we should go, imparting to us wisdom and understanding so that we may no longer be slaves of Satan but sons of God who share the inheritance of the saints in light."  -Martin Luther





Scripture’s clarity (I John 2:27).





Every essential article of faith and rule of practice is clearly revealed or deducible from Scripture so that the ordinary Christian reader may learn them.  








II.	Doctrine Defined.





“A doctrine is what the whole Bible teaches us today about some particular topic.”  -Wayne Grudem





Systematic theology is the study of what the whole Bible teaches us today about any given topic.





When systematic theology has done it’s work on a specific topic, the outcome will be a doctrine. 





Systematic theology also seeks to take all the biblical data about various topics and arrange them together in a coherent way to determine what the whole Bible teaches about various things.





Systematic theology takes seriously the “organic” nature of the Bible it comes from one Mind.





Having sound doctrine involves more than simply quoting Bible verses.





Demystifying doctrine.





Theology proper: the doctrine of God.





Christology: the doctrine of Christ’s person and work.





Soteriology: the doctrine of salvation.





Pneumatology: the doctrine of the Holy Spirit.





Harmartiology: the doctrine of sin.





Ecclesiology: the doctrine of the church.





Eschatology: the doctrine of the last things (end times).








The Importance of Doctrine.





Common objections.





Loving Jesus is enough (John 14:15, 23).





Theology complicates the Christian life.





Theology brings division between Christians (Eph. 4:13-15).





The inextricable link between doctrine and life (or truth and experience).





“However paradoxical it seems to our natural minds, it is one of the facts of spiritual reality, that practical Christian living is based on understanding and knowledge.”  -Sinclaire Fergueson





Every Christian is a theologian.





“So properly understood, theology is not for a few religious eggheads with a flare for abstract debate – it is everybody’s business.  Once we have grasped this, our duty is to become the best theologians we can to the glory of God, as our understanding of God and his ways is clarified and deepened through studying the book he has given for that very purpose, the bible.”  -Bruce Milne





We don’t really join doctrine and experience, they already are!





The real issue is whether our doctrine is Biblically faithful or not.





�
“No Christian can avoid theology.  Every Christian has a theology.  The issue, then, is not, do we want to have a theology?  That’s a given.  The real issue is, do we have a sound theology?  Do we embrace true or false doctrine?”  -R.C. Sproul





Benefits of the study of doctrine.





Stability in the Christian life (Eph. 4:14).





Protection against false doctrine (I Tim. 1:3).





Growth in Christlikeness  (Phil. 1:9).





Strengthening of the church (Eph. 4:16).





Cultivation of humility.





Increased discernment (Phil. 1:9).





Formation of a biblical worldview.





Preparation for life’s hardships.





Equipping for ministry to others.








IV	OUR ATTITUDE TOWARD DOCTRINE.





Loving God necessitates loving doctrine (Mark 12:28-31).





Loving God the way He wants to be loved.





Loving God with our whole person.





“An unmistakable inclusion (if not emphasis) is on loving God with our mind – what we think, with our values, with our opinions, with our reasoning, with our view of God, ourselves and the world.”  -Jeff Purswell





To increasingly love God there must be a corresponding increase in our understanding of God.





“For the soul of a person to be inflamed with passion for the living God, that person’s mind mist first be informed about the character and will of God.  There can be nothing in the heart that is not first in the mind.  Though it is possible to have theology in the head without its piercing the soul, it cannot pierce the soul without first being grasped by the mind.”  -R.C. Sproul





�



Doctrine Applied.





Personally.





Study doctrine to know God.





The false dichotomy between “study” and “devotion.”





God’s word is calculated to produce godly affections in our soul (Psalm 1:2, 19:8, 119:16; Jer. 15:16; John 15:11; Rom. 15:4).





2.  	Study doctrine to apply it to your life.





God’s word is meant to be obeyed (John 13:17).





b.	Failure in application causes vulnerability to deception and pride (James 1:22).





	3.	Study doctrine with humility.





	4.	Study doctrine with diligence (I Tim 4:15-16).





"Take every word as spoken to yourselves.  When the word thunders against sin think thus: 'God means my sins'; when it presseth any duty, 'God 	intends me in this.'  Many put off Scripture from themselves, as if it only concerned those who lived in the time when it was written; but if you intend to profit by the Word, bring it home to yourselves:  a medicine will do no good, unless it be applied." -Thomas Watson





Corporately (The Sunday Celebration).





		1.	Worship.





	2.  	Preaching.





“Nothing it seems is more important for the life and growth, health and depth of the contemporary church than a recovery of serious biblical preaching.”  -John Stott





“I...maintain that there is no substitute for it, and no power or stature or sustained vision or close fellowship with God in the church without it.  Also, I constantly maintain that if today’s quest for renewal is not, along with other concerns a quest for true preaching, it will prove shallow and barren.”  -J.I. Packer
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