Continuing the Journey 


Sanctification

















Our journey in the Christian faith not only begins with the gospel but also continues with the gospel.  That continuation is called sanctification.  The gospel first saves us and then sanctifies or transforms us.  How this doctrine is to be understood and applied is the focus of this lesson. 











I.	Sanctification Defined.





Wayne Grudem, in his book Systematic Theology, defines sanctification as, “…a progressive work of God and man that makes us more and more free from sin and like Christ in our actual lives.”  








Sanctification distinguished.





Justification defined.  





“A permanent change in our judical relation to God whereby we are absolved from the charge of guilt, and whereby God forgives all our sins based on the finished work of Jesus Christ.”  -Anthony Hoekema  





B.	The differences between justification and sanctification.





“…identifying with the past only has value to the extent that it makes us more aware of and amazed about our present position in Christ.” –C.J. Mahaney





“Justification is a gift we receive from God, not something we achieve or accomplish.  We aren’t responsible or capable of contributing to our justification before God.  This righteous status cannot be earned of deserved, only accepted and appreciated.  We receive what Christ alone has accomplished for us… 





…Justification means we are declared righteous.  Sanctification means we are being made righteous.  (Comprehend that difference and your life will never be the same.)  Justification is the gift of righteousness; sanctification is the practice of righteousness.   Perhaps most critically, justification is a position, established immediately and completely upon conversion, whereas sanctification is a process of internal change and character development that begins at regeneration and continues as long as we live.”  -C.J. Mahaney
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C.	The differences between justification and sanctification.





Justification				Sanctification





		1.	Legal standing				Internal condition


		


		2.	Once for all time			Continuous throughout life





		3.	Entirely God’s work			We cooperate





		4.	Perfect in this life			Not perfect in this life





		5.	The same in all Christians		Greater in some than others





Implications of  these differences (Excursus: Grace vs. Legalism).





Legalism defined.





Legalism involves trying to earn God’s acceptance through our own obedience.  It is an attempt to be justified through a source other than the finished work of Christ on the cross (Gal 5:4).





“The glory of the gospel is that God has declared Christians to be rightly related to him in spite of their sin.  But our greatest temptation and mistake is to try to smuggle character into his work of grace.  How easily we fall into the trap of assuming that we only remain justified so long as there are grounds in our character for that justification.  But Paul’s teaching is that nothing we do ever contributes to our justification.”  -Sinclair Fergueson





Evidence’s of legalism.





You are more aware of your past sin than of the person and finished work of Christ.





You live thinking, believing and feeling that God is disappointed in you rather than delighting in you.





You lack joy (Gal.4:15).





Legalism defeated.





The doctrine of justification by grace is the only remedy for our legalistic hearts.  Its not enough, however, just to comprehend the fact that Christ’s substitutionary death on our behalf resulted in our justification by grace, we must be transformed by this doctrine.  





a.	Set aside time each day to review, rehearse, and rejoice in this great, objective, positional truth.  





Restrict your spiritual diet to the study of justification until you are certain of God’s acceptance, secure in his love, and free from legalism and condemnation.  





Turn your focus from your past sin, your present emotional state, and areas of character in which you still need to grow to the finished work of Christ.








Stages of Sanctification.





Sanctification has a definite beginning at regeneration  (Titus 3:5, I John 3:9).





We no longer will be dominated and given over to sin (Rom. 6:11-14).





Christians will never be completely free from sin (I John 1:8).





B.	Sanctification increases throughout life (II Cor. 3:18).





C.	Sanctification is completed at death for our souls (Heb.12:23), and when the Lord returns for our bodies ( Phil.3:21).








GOD AND MAN COOPERATE IN SANCTIFICATION.





God’s Role in Sanctification.





The Father.





Sanctification is primarily a work of God.  He cause us to want his will and gives us the power to do it  (I Thess. 5:23; Phil. 2:13.)  





Disciplining us (Hebrews 12:5-11).





2.	The Son.





Christ earned our sanctification (I Cor. 1:30).





b.		Christ is our example in sanctification ((Heb. 12:2, I Peter 2:21).	





3.	The Holy Spirit.





The Holy Spirit is specifically at work within us to produce holiness (II Thes. 2:13; Gal. 5:22-23).





B.	Our role in sanctification.	





Passive.





Our passive role in sanctification is evidenced by our dependence on God to make us holy (Romans 6:13).  





Active.





Our active role in sanctification includes our striving to obey God and taking steps that will increase our holiness (Rom. 8:13; Phil. 2:12-13).  





Striving for holiness (Heb. 12:14).





Abstaining from immorality (I Cor. 6:18).








V.	SANCTIFICATION AFFECTS THE WHOLE PERSON.





The mind (Col 3:10).





The emotions (Gal 5:22).





The will (Phil 2:13).





The spirit (II Cor 7:1).





The body (I Thes. 5:23).








vi.	MOTIVES FOR OBEDIENCE TO GOD IN THE CHRISTIAN LIFE.





	“We do not become more holy either by discipline or by dependence.  Neither do we become more holy by committing ourselves to God, or by developing Bible-based convictions.  We become more holy by obedience to the Word of God, by choosing to obey his will as revealed in the scriptures in all the various circumstances of our lives.”  -Jerry Bridges





Desire to please God (John 14:15).





The need to keep a clear conscience before God (Rom. 13:5;  I Tim. 1:5).





The desire to have increased effectiveness in the kingdom of God (II Tim 2:20-21). 





The desire to see unbelievers come to Christ through observing our lives (I Peter 3:1-2, 15-16).





The desire to receive present blessing from God on our lives (I Peter 3:9-12).





The desire to avoid God’s displeasure and discipline on our lives (Acts 5:11; II Cor. 5:11; Eph. 4:30).   		





The desire to seek greater heavenly reward (Matt. 6:19-21; I Cor. 3:12-15).





The desire for a deeper walk with God (Matt. 5:8, John 14:21).





The desire to do what God commands, simply because His commands are right (Phil 4:8; cf. Ps. 40:8).		
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