Beginning the Journey

The Gospel

No one can gain an understanding of the gospel without first recognizing his own rebellion against a perfect, holy God and the severe consequences justly deserved as a result. Once we see God’s holiness, our own sinfulness, and our need for a Savior, we are able to embrace the gospel as our only hope in this life and in the life to come.  We do so by believing in Jesus Christ and repenting of our sins.

I.
MAN’S DILEMMA BEFORE GOD.

A.
God is our creator and therefore has authority over our lives (Acts 17:22-34).


B.
God’s nature not man’s need is our starting place:  God is holy.



1.
Holy is not a mere characteristic of God, holy is what God is (Is. 6:1-8).

“God is primarily the God of holiness; this is the fundamental fact about God.”   J. Rodman Williams

2.
Holy does not mean “better” but separate, above, transcendent, other, different.



3.
God’s attributes flow from his holiness.




a.
He is all-powerful (Col. 1:16-17).




b.
He is glorious (Ps. 104:1-2).




c.
He is pure and never contradicts Himself (Deut. 32:4).




e.
He is just and must judge and punish sin (Rev. 16:7).

f.
He is loving in His holiness, voluntarily offering a way to escape His judgment (John 3:16).


C.
God’s holiness is revealed through His law.  



1. 
Jesus sums up the law in the Great Commandment (Mark 12:29-31).






2. 
God’s law reveals man’s sinfulness (Rom. 5:20).




3.
“God wants to teach man to know himself through the Law.  He wants him to see how false and unjust his heart is, how far he still is from God, and how entirely impotent his nature is... Thus is man to be humbled, to flee to the cross, to sigh for Christ, to long for His grace, to despair of himself, and to base all his confidence on Christ.”  - Martin Luther


D.
All people are sinners before God.



1. 
Sin is essentially rebellion against God.

a. 
The willful and selfish rejection of God while choosing to live independently of Him.

b.
More than choices or actions; it is a state of being initiated by



Adam’s fall and evidenced by our willful disobedience Rom. 5:19).

2.
Since all have sinned, all are sinners and guilty before God 

(Rom. 3:9-18, 23). 


E.
The consequences of sin.



1. 
Agonizing grief and disappointment to God (Gen. 6:5-7).

2. 
Spiritual death, which results in total separation from God (Gen. 2:16-27, 3:22-24; Is. 59:1-2, 64:7; Eph. 2:1; 4:18; Col. 1:21).

3.
Men and women become enemies of God and the objects of His wrath (James 4:4; Eph. 2:3).



4.
Strained relationships (Gen. 4:8; Ex. 20:13-17).



5.
Hard earthly life (Gen. 3:16-19).

6. 
Physical corruption, death, and the fear of death (Rom. 5:12, 6:23; 

1 Cor. 15:56; Heb. 2:15).

7.
Everlasting punishment and eternal separation from God in hell (Matt. 8:12, 22:13; Luke 16:23-28; 2 Thess. 1:8-9; 2 Pet. 3:7; Rev.  20:14-15).

II.
GOD’S ANSWER TO MAN’S DILEMMA:  THE GOSPEL.

A. The motive for the gospel:  the astounding love of God the Father (John 3:16; 

Rom. 5:8; 1 John 4:9-10) and His desire for all people to be saved and to know the truth (1 Tim. 2:4; 2 Pet. 3:9).  

“Divine love triumphed over divine wrath by divine self-sacrifice.”  -John Stott

B.
The purpose of the gospel:  that men and women might be reconciled to God and saved from His wrath and from the penalty of their sin (John 3:16; 1 Cor. 15:1-4; 2 Cor. 5:18-21; 1 John 4:9-10).

C.
The gospel:  the good news that God gave His only Son to offer His life as a sacrifice for sin.  The gospel is about Jesus Christ, His holy history.



1.
His unique birth.

a.
His incarnation:  God taking on human form. Jesus Christ is both fully God and fully man (Phil. 2:5-8; Heb. 2:17).

b.
His conception:  Jesus was miraculously conceived by the Holy Spirit in His mother, a young virgin named Mary.   Thus He was born without the taint of sin (Luke 1:34-35).



2.
His life.

a.
Revealing God’s will for man (1 Cor. 15:45-49); Jesus demonstrated humanity in perfection with the same temptations of everyone (Heb. 2:18, 4:15-16).

b.
Providing a perfect sacrifice:  Jesus lived a sinless life and so fulfilled God’s righteousness- he obeyed in our place (2 Cor. 5:21; Heb. 4:15, 5:8-9; 1 Pet. 1:19).



3.
His death.




a.
Christ crucified is the heart of the gospel (1 Cor. 1:17-18, 23; 2:2).

b.
Jesus died as our substitute (Rom. 5:6,8; 1 Cor. 15:3; 2 Cor. 5:15; 1 Thess. 5:10).

c.
He took the legal penalty for our sins and became a sacrifice for us (Is. 53:4, 6, 11, 12; 2 Cor. 5:21; 1 Pet. 2:24).

d.
On the cross He became the object of God’s punishment for man’s sin (Is. 53:3-12; Rom. 6:23; Heb. 2:9).

e.
Jesus’ death satisfied God’s justice, righteousness, and holiness and at the same time showed God’s love and grace (John 3:16; Rom. 3:25-26; Rom. 5:8; Heb. 2:9; 1 John 4:9-10).



4.
His resurrection.

a.
Proof that Christ is God (Mark 14:60-64; John 5:16-18, 10:30-33; Heb. 1:8).

b.
The guarantee that Christ’s death is completely acceptable to God as payment (in full) for our sins (Rom. 4:25; 1 Cor. 15:14-17).

c.
Jesus is alive today, providing proof of our own resurrection at His second coming (Heb. 13:8; 1 Cor. 15:12-23).

d.
Testimony that Jesus triumphed over all evil:  sin, death, and hell (Col. 2:15; 1 Cor. 15:14, 17; 2 Tim. 1:10; Heb. 2:14).



5.
His ascension.

a.
The ascension marks the beginning of Jesus’ exaltation, enthronement and reign (Mark 16:19; Luke 24:51; Acts 1:9, 11).




b.
Because Jesus humbled Himself, God exalted him (Phil.  2:5-11).

c.
As the ascended Lord, He sends the Holy Spirit (John 7:39; Acts 2:33).


D.
Conclusion (John 3:16).

“For God so loved the world (his motive) that He gave His one and 
only Son (the gospel) that whoever believes in Him (our response) shall not perish but have eternal life (our inheritance).”

III.
HOW ARE WE TO RESPOND TO THE GOSPEL?


A.
Saving faith (Eph. 2:8, 9).



1.
Defined.




The Greek term “to believe” means to be convinced a person or 




statement made by a person is true; to be persuaded of; to credit 




or place confidence in; to rely upon; to trust in or commit one’s life to.



2.
It is impossible to please God without faith (Heb. 11:6).

3. 
Belief in Jesus is always accompanied by the confession “He is Lord”  (Rom. 10: 9-10).



4.
Counterfeits to saving faith.




a.
A mere intellectual assent to the facts in the Bible and the 





historical truth of the gospel.




b. 
A claim to Jesus as “Savior” without repentance.




c.
“Trying Jesus” to see if he’s true or if he’ll bless me.


B.
Repentance



1.
Defined.




a.
Old Testament: “to turn about.”




b.
New Testament: “a change of mind, mode of thought and 





feeling and will.”



2.
The cost of following Jesus (Luke 9:23–25).

a.
“...must deny himself and take up his cross daily” (analogous to the modern electric chair).





(1)
Death to wrongs: sins, worldly attachments, worldly 






relationships.





(2)
Death to rights: ambition, reputation, talents, possessions.




b.
“Follow me”: a willingness to go wherever He leads.



3.
Repentance involves the mind, emotions, and will.




a.
The mind must acknowledge.

(1)
That apart from Jesus Christ I am a selfish sinner and a rebel towards God.

(2)
That I am responsible for my sins and must bear the consequences.





(3)
That the gospel is essential to be saved.




b.
The emotions must experience.





(1)
A hatred of sin.





(2)
Sorrow over hurting God as well as others.

(3)
Remorse for violating God’s will, not simply pain because of the negative consequences of sin.




c.
The will must turn to.





(1)
Humbly acknowledge and confess sin.





(2)
Forsake all conscious rebellion and self-ownership.





(3)
Forgive others.





(4)
Submit to God.
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