Turn with me in your Bibles to Hebrews 11.  Last night when I preached on what the Kingdom is, on how it is promised and anticipated and inaugurated and consummated in world history, in the shortest definition I gave, I said that the Kingdom of God in its purest form, what it is most properly is nothing less than the New Heavens and New Earth, it’s what all of human history has been anticipating and preparing for and is at every moment moving towards.  Specifically we considered how we see the Kingdom in some senses as a present spiritual reality already, but in another sense, this reality has not been fully realized yet.  We saw in Scripture the way that Jesus both proclaimed that the Kingdom of God was here in the midst of us, and how at the same time it is something that we will enter into in the future.  The defeat of Satan, the performing of miracles, the sealing, indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit, and the preaching of the gospel are all foretastes of that Kingdom of God, of His Sovereign rule and authority breaking into the Kingdom of this world, and yet we do not yet see all things subjected to Him.  He is the Sovereign Lord over all already, but not yet have we seen every knee bow and every tongue confess Jesus Christ as Lord.  The Kingdom of this world remains and has not yet become in fullness the Kingdom of Christ.  I like how Hebrews 12:28 puts it – “Therefore let us be grateful for receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken.”  We are presently receiving this kingdom, but we have not fully received it.  The reception of this kingdom is an ongoing thing and it will not be fully ours until the consummation.  And this kingdom we are in the process of receiving is one that cannot be shaken, whose King will not be resisted or rebelled against and will be enthroned forever and ever.  And this morning we heard from Bob on what the values of that unshakeable Kingdom are, and how we who are believers as a spiritual expression of the Kingdom are to live in light of the reality and presence of the Kingdom in the midst of us today.  That the Kingdom is here has a real bearing on our values and ethics on those by whom the Kingdom is being received.  

But there is another significant way that the presence of the kingdom is to impact our lives, and it is in a big picture sort of way.  One way someone might talk about it is as the Kingdom worldview, but that doesn’t do justice, because the Kingdom is bigger than this world.  Here’s what I’m seeking to answer this evening: How does the promise and presence of the Kingdom change, shape, and transform our perspective on everything?  Or said another way, what is a Kingdom mindset?  This is in keeping with Paul’s admonishment in Colossians 3:1-4 – “If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth. 3For you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4When Christ who is your life appears, then you also will appear with him in glory.”  The things that are above.  The things that are not of this world but of the Kingdom that we are receiving.  Notice that Paul begins with the indicative reality that we have already been raised with Christ, saying that our life is hidden with Christ in God.  And because of this, because we are already spiritually reigning with Christ over his defeated foes, we are to have our minds set on the things that belong to the Kingdom of God.  This present reality is to have a radically transformative effect upon our perspective of everything.  If the Kingdom is the ultimate reality in and the ultimate goal of the universe, experienced here with us today, then it changes everything.  What appears to be most urgent in the day to day grind is in fact temporary and transient, passing away.  The anxieties of the day that seem so daunting and overwhelming are not the ultimate realities they seem to be.  The reality of the Kingdom tells us this: things are not as they appear.  There’s more than meets the eye, more than what we experience in this temporal realm, a greater reality to come.  So this is  what I mean by a kingdom mindset.  A kingdom mindset is one that leads to faithful living in the present, grounded in the hope  of the future that’s been promised.  Let me repeat that. .  A kingdom mindset is one that leads to faithful living in the present (where we experience the kingdom in part now), grounded in the hope  of the future that’s been promised (where all the promises of the Kingdom will be realized in full). And so how do we live with that mindset?  How are we to think about this world and the world to come as Christians who have already been raised with Christ, but only have some of the promises fulfilled this side of eternity?

Turn with me in your Bibles to Hebrews 11, and let’s learn from Abraham’s example of what this kingdom mindset looks like and where it comes from.  Hebrews 11, starting at verse 8.  “By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to a place that he was to receive as an inheritance. And he went out, not knowing where he was going. 9By faith he went to live in the land of promise, as in a foreign land, living in tents with Isaac and Jacob, heirs with him of the same promise. 10For he was looking forward to the city that has foundations, whose designer and builder is God. 11By faith Sarah herself received power to conceive, even when she was past the age, since she considered him faithful who had promised. 12Therefore from one man, and him as good as dead, were born descendants as many as the stars of heaven and as many as the innumerable grains of sand by the seashore. 13These all died in faith, not having received the things promised, but having seen them and greeted them from afar, and having acknowledged that they were strangers and exiles on the earth. 14For people who speak thus make it clear that they are seeking a homeland. 15If they had been thinking of that land from which they had gone out, they would have had opportunity to return. 16But as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared for them a city.”  

Let’s pray.   

As we look at this example of a kingdom mindset in the life of Abraham we’re going to see first the source of a kingdom mindset, second the fruit of a kingdom mindset, and finally the hope of a kingdom mindset.  

First, the source of a kingdom mindset.  This is seen in the first two words of verses 8, 9, and 11.  “By faith Abraham obeyed. By faith he went to live in the land of promise.  By faith Sarah received power.”  This is where the kingdom mindset begins, because this is where the entrance into the kingdom begins.  We only approach God by faith alone.  We are justified by faith alone, as faith takes hold of and rests upon the work of Christ on our behalf.  This is why Genesis 15:6 says that Abraham believed Yahweh and he counted it to him as righteousness.  I know that we have talked many times about this as a church, but because it is so central to the gospel, we cannot repeat it enough.  We don’t relate to God on the basis of any righteousness in us.  We relate to God by our faith in Christ, on the basis of Christ’s own righteousness, and it is through that faith that we are united to Christ, and his righteousness credited to us.  Faith alone is how we enter the kingdom of God.  But it’s important for us to understand something about the nature of faith.  Faith is not something you do.  If you aren’t careful you can turn faith into just another work.  It’s not a thing that you have to try to muster up more of.  Here’s a test.  When you hear Hebrews 11:6 that preceded the passage we are looking at today tell me what you think of.  Here it is – “And without faith it is impossible to please him, for whoever would draw near to God must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who seek him.”  When you hear that, do you think that the quantity or quality of your faith makes the difference in whether you please God or in how you will be rewarded by God?  You are aware of the ways that your faith can be weak, of how you struggle to be confident in God at times, and it leads you to despair.  Well that’s not what that passage means.  It is not the quantity of our faith, it is not the strength of our faith, it is the OBJECT of our faith that results in whether we please God and whether he rewards us.  It is critical that we see this.  Remember Matt. 17:20  it isn’t huge faith that moves mountains, but just faith the size of the smallest seed known to the ancient world, just a little mustard seed.  That kind of faith pleases God, because that kind of faith is the faith that takes hold of Christ.  It is never your faith that is the ultimate cause of God’s pleasure, it is Christ’s righteousness which you take hold of by faith that pleases God ultimately. And so it is by faith that we are able to please God, and it is that same faith that is the source of the kingdom mindset.  

So what is the faith that Hebrews 11 is talking about?  It’s described just a few verses prior in verse 1.  “Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.” The assurance of things hoped for and conviction of things not seen.  And that’s precisely what we read above in Abraham’s life.  Abraham went and lived in a land of promise by faith because he had assurance of something that he was hoping for.  Verse 8 tells us that Abraham went out, not knowing where he was going.  This isn’t just a passing comment, the writer of Hebrews is packing a lot into that statement.  When he says that Abraham went out not knowing where he was going, he is saying that Abraham after being called by God and given massive promises of being a great nation and being given a land as a possession, packed up his house, his livestock and his wife, and headed out to a land that God said he would later show him.  He just picked up and left.  You can imagine the conversation with Sarah.  “So where are we going with everything we own?”  “I don’t know, Yahweh said he would show us where we were going later.  Just hop on the camel.”  Now if I tried that, my leadership might be called into question, but Abraham had a direct word from God, and his response was grounded in trust in Yahweh who gave a specific promise to Abraham that he would show him the land that was to be his.  And so he went out to a land he’d never even seen before.  And he did this because he believed God that the promises would come to fruition because they were God’s promises, and God will always be faithful to keep every promise he makes.  Of this Abraham was certain.  

And then we see in verse 11 that Sarah is commended for her faith because she considered that the one who promised was faithful.  Now if you remember the biblical story when we looked at it last year, Sarah didn’t exactly look like the heroine of faith.  If you remember she laughed at God when she was told that she would have a baby in her old age.  And she was so anxious about seeing Abraham have a son that she gave her servant to go and sleep with her husband she so doubted God’s promise to them.  But Hebrews tells us the bigger picture of the story, that even though yes there were real ways that both Abraham and Sarah did not fully trust God, their faith was indeed a saving faith.  Saving faith is not perfect faith, but it is sufficient faith that takes hold of the promises of God in such a way that it transforms your perspective on the world and on your circumstances.  Their faith in the promises of God, in the character of God as faithful, this was the source of their kingdom mindset that is described in this passage.  They knew that God was faithful and so it transformed how they interpreted their experience living in tents in a foreign land.  He’d been promised this land, but he didn’t own any of it, except for a small burial plot he bought for Sarah.  But their trust in God’s promises led them to embrace a mindset that let them live faithfully in the promised land because of their hope that God would fulfill his promises in the future city that had foundations. 

Second, let’s consider the fruit of the kingdom mindset.  This one is simply to see from the text, verse 8 – “By faith Abraham obeyed.” Abraham did what God commanded him, grounded in his faith in God as a promise-keeping God. The good fruit that flows from a kingdom mindset is one that whatever the circumstances are around you, whatever trials and temptations and hardships you may face because the Kingdom is still not yet, you live faithfully in the present because of the future hope of God fulfilling all of his promises.  At this point, I could just preach Bob’s message from this morning again, because the fruit of the kingdom mindset is obedience to live by the kingdom’s values, the kingdom’s ethics, come what may.  But rather than just go over what Bob shared this morning again, I thought I’d point us to a passage in Luke where you see examples of what obedience looks like flowing from this kingdom mindset.  Luke 12: Someone in the crowd said to him, "Teacher, tell my brother to divide the inheritance with me." 14But he said to him,  "Man, who made me a judge or arbitrator over you?" 15And he said to them, "Take care, and be on your guard against all covetousness, for one’s life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions." 16And he told them a parable, saying,  "The land of a rich man produced plentifully, 17and he thought to himself, 'What shall I do, for I have nowhere to store my crops?' 18And he said, 'I will do this: I will tear down my barns and build larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods. 19And I will say to my soul, Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.' 20But God said to him, 'Fool! This night your soul is required of you, and the things you have prepared, whose will they be?' 21So is the one who lays up treasure for himself and is not rich toward God. 22And he said to his disciples,  "Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your life, what you will eat, nor about your body, what you will put on. 23For life is more than food, and the body more than clothing. 24 Consider the ravens: they neither sow nor reap, they have neither storehouse nor barn, and yet God feeds them. Of how much more value are you than the birds! 25And which of you by being anxious can add a single hour to his span of life? 26If then you are not able to do as small a thing as that, why are you anxious about the rest? 27Consider the lilies, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin, yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. 28But if God so clothes the grass, which is alive in the field today, and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, how much more will he clothe you, O you of little faith! 29And do not seek what you are to eat and what you are to drink, nor be worried. 30For all the nations of the world seek after these things, and your Father knows that you need them. 31Instead, seek his kingdom, and these things will be added to you.  33 Sell your possessions, and give to the needy. Provide yourselves with moneybags that do not grow old, with a treasure in the heavens that does not fail, where no thief approaches and no moth destroys. 34 For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.”

So someone comes to Jesus trying to get arbitration on an inheritance dispute with his brother.  And how does Jesus respond?  Jesus says, that dispute has nothing to do with me or my kingdom.  Jesus just isn’t interested in the outcome of such a dispute.  That’s not what his kingdom is about.  That’s not why he came.  He didn’t come to do financial planning.  It may have been a valid question, and maybe an opportunity to call in an arbitrator, but Jesus is making clear that this is not what he is about.  The kingdom mindset isn’t concerned about how much of his inheritance each brother will get.  But where the issue does intersect with Jesus’ kingdom is the heart behind the man’s anxiety about how much he’s going to get out of the inheritance.  Jesus goes after the man’s potential covetousness.  He says, ‘one’s life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions.’  And so he tells a parable about the man who fills up barn after barn with abundance, and lives the high life eating, drinking, and being merry. And then God comes to the man and says you fool, you’re going to die tonight, and what will all of your abundance have done for you?   But notice how the man started.  He didn’t start out as one who was obsessed with his wealth and with the life of ease.  He started out just experience unexpected abundance, and realized he had such a bounty crop that he needed to build bigger and bigger barns.  The man started off with no sin, that we can see, but he became obsessed with his wealth.  If you’re a disciple of Christ,  and the man who asked that question was, you may not have started out covetous, obsessing about wealth.  But don’t assume that you can’t get there.  The warning should come to all of us, especially if you find yourself increasingly concerned about your savings account.  The problem isn’t that the man had great abundance.  There’s nothing wrong in itself in eating, drinking, and being merry.  The problem is that the man’s life is devoted to hoarding his abundance so that he can always eat, drink, and be merry.  The man is obsessed with his investment portfolio.  And so how does Jesus respond?  He says stop being anxious about food and drink and clothing.  It’s a very specific anxiety that Jesus is attacking here.  Even though the truth herein explained does deal with all sorts of anxiety in some way, this passage in particular is about anxiety about money that leads to a sinful concern about the things that are of no value to the Kingdom of God.  Jesus is almost dismissive of investments and retirement accounts altogether when he says that the birds don’t store up anything and look, God provides for them.  It doesn’t look like Jesus had taken Dave Ramsey’s  seminars.  Now seriously, I don’t think Jesus is opposed to wise financial planning. If you don’t plan appropriately, you will end up being a burden on others, but there’s a difference between saving for the sake of wisdom and prudence and saving for the purpose of self indulgence and early retirement so you can eat drink and be merry all the days of your life with no regard for the Kingdom.  That’s really the point that Jesus is after. Jesus’ goal isn’t to drive the wealthy away.  That’s good news because we are a wealthy church.  His point is the same as Paul’s in 1 Timothy 6 where Timothy is told to charge the rich in the church not to put their hope in their wealth. And don’t miss the bigger point here.  This is about a whole lot more than just money.  This is about what you prize.  A man who discipled me in college, Adrian, got this more than just about anyone I’ve ever known.  I remember one day my friend Wade got a new SUV, and he was excited about it, and so the whole group went out to take a look at it, and Adrian picks up a fairly substantial stick, and hands it to Wade and says, I want you to throw this at your car as hard as you can.  He was serious.  He said, you know this car is going to burn.  Rather than get upset the first time someone else puts a scratch on the car, why don’t you go ahead and get that out of the way.  He was right, and that left an indelible mark on me.  Why does a scratchless car matter to me?  What matters to the Kingdom is my response to the scratch, not the perfection of the car.  The kingdom isn’t about the scratch, it’s about the attitude that my response to the scratch ought to display.  And it’s the same with our time, about our gadgets, and about all of our priorities.  This is about what are we as those living in the Kingdom that has already broken in now living for?  The Kingdom isn’t about the things that the nations of this world are consumed with.. As those living in the already present reality that the Kingdom of God is breaking in as a spiritual reign over his people, and the not yet of final consummation and the New Heavens and the New Earth we have different values, different priorities, different obsessions and anxieties.  

Now just to be clear, don’t hear me say that anything that is of this world is of no value.  That’s not true.  This age matters because God rules over this world too  ultimately, and so secular work, and civic engagement and all the things that occupy us in this present age have meaning because God is the creator and sustainer.  But what is to occupy our hearts and prioritize our lives more than anything is Kingdom of God that we are presently receiving.  SO that is the fruit of the Kingdom.  Looking to the New Heavens and the New Earth, the Kingdom of God produces faithfulness here.

Finally, let’s look at the hope of the Kingdom.  Hebrews 11, starting in verse 13 – “These all died in faith, not having received the things promised, but having seen them and greeted them from afar, and having acknowledged that they were strangers and exiles on the earth. 14For people who speak thus make it clear that they are seeking a homeland. 15If they had been thinking of that land from which they had gone out, they would have had opportunity to return. 16But as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared for them a city.”

Last night when I preached on the Kingdom, we considered how the promise to Abraham for a land was not ultimately fulfilled in a millennial possession of Palestine by a restored nation of Israel, but rather in Christ ruling and reigning over the nations.  This passage drives that point home even further.  Here we see that not only was the nation of Israel not the ultimate reality promised in God’s covenant with Abraham, but that Abraham knew that it wasn’t the ultimate reality promised by that covenant!  That’s a remarkable claim, but it is consistent with the faith in God’s promises that Abraham’s kingdom mindset displays and it’s a faith that produces a particular kind of hope. 

Verse 13 says, “These all died in faith not having received the things promised.” They didn’t die in unbelief.  They died still trusting in God’s promises.  They never saw the fulfillment of the promises, only small tastes of the promises of being a great nation in the land of Canaan.  Abraham died seeing that he had a few grandchildren, but that was by no means a great nation which he had been promised.  And of the land he would possess, the only part he owned was a burial plot.  He didn’t receive what had been promised, but he did not waver in his faith that God would fulfill his promises.  This is instructive to us.  The ultimate fulfillment of the promises of God do not find their full expression here in the present age.  Sometimes we see healing here.  Sometimes the cancer report comes back that it’s all gone.  But sometimes it doesn’t.  Sometimes the wayward child returns to the Lord.  But not always.  Sometimes God removes any temptation to that besetting sin suddenly and you never give into it again.  But not usually.  So how do you respond when your hopes and prayers for healing and deliverance in the already are not answered as you wanted?  Do you waver in faith?  Do you ask God to explain himself?  Do you despair?  If we do those things, then I believe we were putting our hope in promises that God has not made. Listen, God will always keep his promises, but he will not keep promises that you wanted him to make, and he may fulfill the promises that he did make differently than you’d anticipated. That is part of the Kingdom mindset, living in the reality that all things have not yet been made new. Is your hope in a particular fulfillment of a promise or is your hope in the one who made the promises?   There’s a remarkable difference.  Only one of those is Solid Ground.  

And we are told in verse 13 that those saints saw the promises and greeted them from afar having acknowledged that they were strangers and exiles on the earth and in verse 14 it says, “People who speak thus make it clear that they are seeking a homeland.”  The way you greet the promises of God, many of which are far off promises that we only get tastes of here, especially the ultimate promise of no more death and pain and disease and sin, the way you greet those promises makes it clear what homeland you are seeking.  What Kingdom you are seeking.  The way we view our experiences in this present age, and the way that we respond to the promises of God to his people here and now makes an unmistakable statement as to which Kingdom’s mindset we are operating under.  If you see yourself as an American citizen first, or as a white collar upper middle class college grad first, or you identify yourself by some marking of the world primarily, then you will look like you are at home here, that you’re settling in back in Loudoun County.  Listen worldliness is not primarily about the movies you watch or the music you listen to or whether you homeschool or not.  You can be very pious and still worldly – it’s called Pharasaism.  Worldliness happens when you live with the mindset that this world that will be shaken and is passing away is where the main attraction is at, or when your hopes are set on the fulfillment of promises here and now.  The Kingdom mindset is one that sees those promises of God whose fulfillment is far off in a distant time, but greets them in the here and now as if they have already been fulfilled.  They can live in the turmoil of this age with the joy of the age to come. It’s living in the joy of a certainty that God’s promises will come to pass in his time and under his sovereign rule.  People who speak thus, people who live thus, make it clear that they are seeking a homeland that they haven’t yet arrived at.  

And then verse 16 – “16But as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared for them a city.”  The country that Abraham wanted was not just an idealized Palestine; it was something much better than can be found on earth.  I think this is most relevant on this weekend, with July 4, our independence day being tomorrow.  Let me be clear: I love this country.  I have been very grateful for the opportunity to serve in the US government, and to work for one of its presidents.  This is the only job that could have taken me away from that one.  But tomorrow morning, we will not be singing God bless America in church, and you won’t see a flag on the stage.  The hope for the world is not the United States.  It’s not democracy and capitalism, as good as I believe those systems are.  Our hope as Christians is not for a transformed society where there are better morals and safe streets and prayer in schools and better art and carbon emission reductions and hormone free milk and the elimination of poverty.  That’s not what the Kingdom of God is about.  The transformation of these aspects of society is not the mission of the church, even though as men and women are saved it will no doubt have an effect on some of these things.  Yes Christians ought to oppose abortion and gay marriage, because they are wicked, but even if we win every culture war, we are no more a Christian nation than we were 200 years ago, when most of our nations founders were essentially deists, disciples of John Locke, not Jesus Christ.  The hope of the world is not cultural conservatism or social action, even though as Christians we have reasons to be motivated for some of these things as a function of our love for the things that God loves.  But that’s not the mission of the church.  Here’s what Donald Barnhouse said a city would look like where Satan was the mayor. “"All of the bars and pool halls would be closed, pornography banished, pristine streets and sidewalks occupied by tidy pedestrians who smiled at each other. There would be no swearing, the kids would say, 'Yes, sir,' and 'No, ma'am' and the churches would be full on Sunday where Christ is not preached."  Satan’s primary objective in his domain of darkness isn’t for the grossest immorality possible.  It is to do anything to obscure and thwart the gospel of Jesus Christ. There’s a real sense in which Satan is more pleased by Mormonism than he is by Gay marriage.  

The hope of the world is the mission of the church, the preaching of the gospel of Jesus Christ.  That’s the clearest marker of the Kingdom of God, the proclamation of the gospel and that’s the focus of the ministry of this church because this is the hope of the world for the breaking in of the Kingdom of God.  That’s the only way the culture will be transformed; through the preaching of the gospel of Jesus Christ.  That’s it.  That’s how the Kingdom of our Lord breaks in to the Kingdom of this world.  

Let’s look at one last passage from Hebrews that I think best summarizes what we’ve considered so far.  Hebrews 13: “13Therefore let us go to him outside the camp and bear the reproach he endured. 14For here we have no lasting city, but we seek the city that is to come.”  Here’s the most practical reason God is calling us to embrace a kingdom mindset: because there’s no other lasting city. There’s no other city with foundations.  The city of man and of this world will be shaken to its core, and will pass away, but we seek a better city, a better country, a Kingdom that cannot be shaken.  And because of that we can go with him outside the camp – outside the earthly Jerusalem.  We can be near him in his suffering on that cross, bearing the reproach that he himself bore for us, because the one who suffered outside the camp, outside the gates of that earthly city is the King who is ruling and reigning over the city that is to come, the city that has foundations, the Kingdom of God, the New Heavens and the New Earth, and it is a mind set on that Kingdom submitted to that King that we are seeking here and now.  Let’s pray.  
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