Have you ever been talking to someone and in the midst of the conversation they start talking about something, they use a phrase or maybe make reference to a particular current event or a situation in a mutual friend’s life, or something like that which you really don’t know what they are talking about, but it’s very clear from the way they are talking to you about it that the person assumes you know what they are talking about?  And so probably out of fear of man you just nod as if you know exactly what they are talking about, and continue to listen to them talk and so if they talk about it enough you start to get enough of an idea that maybe you can ask a marginally intelligent question, hoping that they don’t realize that all along you don’t have any idea what they are talking about, because it’s obvious that they think you should know what they are talking about.  But you don’t.  You pick up on some of it, but overall, it’s just over your head.  

What we are here to talk about this weekend is one of those topics that is often mentioned in passing, sung about in worship, and read as you work your way through the Bible, but may not be really understood.  The Kingdom of God.  What is it?  What does it mean?  One of the things that is most tricky about this question is that while it is one of the most talked about themes, especially in the New Testament, it is never defined.  The phrase “Kingdom of God” or “Kingdom of heaven” is used 98 times in the New Testament, 38 in Matthew alone, but never once is it defined.  We can only assume from that that when Jesus spoke of the Kingdom of God that many in his audience knew what he was referring to.  But living in postmodern America with a Republican form of government,  where kings and kingdoms are the subject of distant history, and not part of the contemporary political scene, this is one of those subjects that you can politely nod at as you read about the Kingdom of God in Scripture, or when you hear it referenced in a sermon.  But because it is a such a central theme in the Bible, and in fact you could make the case that it is the central theme of the Gospels, we think it is important that we as church understand more clearly what precisely the Kingdom of God is, and what the implications for the Kingdom are on us today.  That’s why we have devoted this whole weekend to this topic.  We want you to understand what the Kingdom is, to understand what the values of the Kingdom are, to have minds that are oriented towards the kingdom, and to be passionate about seeing that Kingdom breaking through in the conversion of those who do not yet know Christ.  That’s why we have come here, to proclaim and teach the Kingdom of God. 

So – what is it?  As I said, the Bible never defines it, it simply describes it, almost as if there’s an assumption that we understand what the Kingdom of God is.  But when you study the topic thoroughly in Scripture you see certain things emerging that verify the definition that we will arrive at.  The danger with the subject of the Kingdom of God is that it can be used by any one to promote a particular theological agenda that they may have.  Talk of the Kingdom is quite popular these days in liberal mainline protestant churches and in what are commonly called “emergent” churches that have embraced postmodernism, where the Kingdom of God comes simply by caring for the poor, protecting the environment, and opposing all expressions of war.  And talk of the Kingdom has been a dominant line of thinking in the Roman Catholic Church, where the Kingdom is strictly equated with the activity of the Church, so anything the Church is or does is the presence of the Kingdom of God, whether a hospital or a church, and the pope stands as the earthly potentate of God’s Kingdom.  But as we examine what the text of Scripture says about the Kingdom of God we will see that these definitions are inadequate and in fact miss the central, biblical hopes of the Kingdom of God.  So I want to give you a definition of the Kingdom of God from Anthony Hoekema that I simply cannot improve upon.

“The kingdom of God, therefore, is to be understood as the reign of God dynamically active in human history through Jesus Christ, the purpose of which is the redemption of his people from sin and from demonic powers, and the final establishment of the new heavens and the new earth. It means that the great drama of the history of salvation has been inaugurated, and that the new age has been ushered in. The kingdom must not be understood as merely the salvation of certain individuals or even as the reign of God in the hearts of his people; it means nothing less than the reign of God over his entire created universe.”  And then he goes on to quote George Ladd who offers, “The Kingdom of God means that God is King and acts in history to bring history to a divinely directed goal.”  Or, if you want a short definition we could just say that the Kingdom of God is the New Heavens and the New Earth, to use a big theological word, the eschaton.  That’s the divinely directed goal that all things in all of human history point towards and are moving towards.  So then, the Kingdom of God isn’t something that we bring about, but it’s something that God sovereignly brings to fruition by his sovereign authority as simply the outworking of his will.  So the way I’m going to go forward tonight teaching about the Kingdom of God is to break up human history into the 3 stages that I believe the Bible breaks up human history as it relates to the Kingdom of God.  First, the Kingdom hoped for in the Old Testament, second the Kingdom Inaugurated at in the person and work of Christ, and finally the Kingdom Consummated at Christ’s Return.

Let’s first examine the Kingdom hoped for in the Old Testament.  This phrase, the Kingdom of God is never mentioned in the Old Testament.  Now that might be troublesome for some if we are making the case that it is such a major theme of the Bible, but it’s not when you consider what is needed to have a kingdom.  You need a King with authority, a people, and a place.  So one theologian, Graeme Goldsworthy thinks of the Kingdom of God as God’s people in God’s place under God’s sovereign rule.  Even that as we will show the Kingdom of God is itself about the eschaton, the new heavens and new earth, the Old Testament is all about preparation and anticipation of the coming of the Kingdom of God.  So where does the Bible begin?  It begins with God the Creator, sovereignly commanding molecules into place bring order from chaos, and everything obeying his creative voice.  SO there’s a clear picture of God reigning over all. And it was very good.  There we have the heavens and the earth in perfect peace and under perfect obedience to the sovereign king of the universe.  Isaiah 66:1 – “Thus says the LORD: "Heaven is my throne, and the earth is my footstool.”  But there’s an even more specific place where God was ruling sovereignly specifically with his people in nearness to them; in the garden of Eden.  He walks with them there in the cool of the day.  There is perfect fellowship, God with his people, with no separation or hostility or guilt or shame due to sin.  It’s paradise, not because it’s a beautiful Garden but because it is God people in God’s place, under God’s rule.  He gives them one command that they must obey.  It’s a covenant that he makes with them, and should they obey that one law that he gives as a covenant, they will continue permanently in perfect fellowship with Him.  What is his rule?  Gen. 3:3 – “You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the midst of the garden, neither shall you touch it, lest you die.”  

But there was a traitor in the Kingdom, a Traitor who long before had challenged God’s sovereign authority and his punishment had been banishment from the Kingdom of God for challenging the sovereign rule and authority of the King.  And he introduced his treasonous ways to the people of God, to Adam and his wife Eve.  And what did he tempt them with?  It was with submitting to God’s authority, and calling into question the truthfulness of his word and the righteousness of his rule.  And so the people of the Kingdom became traitors.  We know this story.  And what was their punishment?  It  was certain death, pain, cursing, being subject to decay, but even more horrific, it was banishment from the kingdom.  They were expelled from the garden.  

It may be hard for us to really see the heinousness of such a treason because of our own political situation.  IN our country, rebels get praised, there are no kings, and cynicism and skepticism towards our rulers who are men and women just like us, who are vested only with temporary authority at the pleasure of the people.  We were a nation founded on revolution and uncivil disobedience.  And even in nations where there still are kings, those kings have very limited authority, mostly symbolic.

I think this may be the primary reason why the most controversial theological issue among evangelicals is about God’s sovereignty.  As Westerners, the idea of absolute submission to the will of the King is offensive.  We can’t conceive that the absolute rule of a King is a good thing.  No, we want our “kings” placed in submission to the will of the people.  This is the Arminian view of God.  He is impotent.  He chooses to subject himself to the will of his enemies, because God is a gentleman who would never force his will, they say.  But such a concept is foreign to Scripture.  God is a great king!  “Our God is in the heavens; he does all that he pleases.”  Ps 115:3.  Or Daniel 4:34-35 – “for his dominion is an everlasting dominion, and his kingdom endures from generation to generation 35 all the inhabitants of the earth are accounted as nothing   and he does according to his will among the host of heaven  and among the inhabitants of the earth;

and none can stay his hand  or say to him, "What have you done?"  That’s the way a king rules.  Arminian theology is rebellion against that sovereign kingship.  This is one reason why we talk about God’s sovereignty as we do.  You cannot worship him as you ought if you don’t come to him as sovereign King who does all that he pleases.

But it is because of this nature of kingship, of sovereign rule and reign that rebellion is so wicked.  Tea-parties have no place in the Kingdom of God.  Absolute submission to a loving, good, gracious God is what is required.  And when Adam and Eve rebelled against that absolute authority they were expelled from God’s place, and they were no longer his people.  But then the sovereign King set in motion his plan to redeem  a people for himself, restoring them to living in his place under his sovereign rule.  And that’s the storyline of the rest of the Old Testament.  You see a line of those who would trust in God, starting with Adam and Eve’s offspring, Seth, moving forward until we get to Abraham, where God called Abraham out of his moonworshiping to follow Yahweh, and made a covenant with Abraham, promising to make him a people and to give him a land, to make of him a great nation.  A Kingdom, in which God would rightly rule over his people.  And the children of Abraham are taken into captivity in Egypt, but God delivers them out of Egypt and calls them to the Promised land, and on the way there he makes a covenant with them at Mt. Sinai, and gives them the laws of that covenant, the 10 commandments and tells them that they are to Obey his laws in order for them to remain a kingdom, saying this in Exodus 19:5-6 – “Now therefore, if you will indeed obey my voice and keep my covenant, you shall be my treasured possession among all peoples, for all the earth is mine; 6and you shall be to me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.”  And despite their rebellion, God graciously leads them into the promised land.  But they do not keep his commandments, and they instead rebel against the authority and rule of their king.  And then rejecting God as their king they cry out for their own political ruler, and so God says to Samuel the prophet, 1 Sam 8:7 – ‘And the LORD said to Samuel, "Obey the voice of the people in all that they say to you, for they have not rejected you, but they have rejected me from being king over them.”  And so the king they get is the king they deserve, Saul, a man who resists the Lord and eventually God dethrones as king, and sets up a new King, one whom he calls a man after his own heart, and with whom he makes  a new covenant and says this: 2 Sam 7:8016 – “Thus says the LORD of hosts, I took you from the pasture, from following the sheep, that you should be prince over my people Israel. 9 And I have been with you wherever you went and have cut off all your enemies from before you. And I will make for you a great name, like the name of the great ones of the earth. 10And I will appoint a place for my people Israel and will plant them, so that they may dwell in their own place and be disturbed no more. And violent men shall afflict them no more, as formerly, 11 from the time that I appointed judges over my people Israel. And I will give you rest from all your enemies. Moreover, the LORD declares to you that the LORD will make you a house. 12 When your days are fulfilled and you lie down with your fathers, I will raise up your offspring after you, who shall come from your body, and I will establish his kingdom. 13 He shall build a house for my name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever. 14 I will be to him a father, and he shall be to me a son. When he commits iniquity, I will discipline him with the rod of men, with the stripes of the sons of men, 15 but my steadfast love will not depart from him, as I took it from Saul, whom I put away from before you. 16 And your house and your kingdom shall be made sure forever before me. Your throne shall be established forever.'

And therein we have a clear promise of a Kingdom that will not be shaken and will be forever.  David’s offspring, whom  the prophets call the Messiah, the anointed one, the Christ of God.  It is with this covenant with David that we begin to see clear, explicit reference in the Old Testament to the hopes for a future Kingdom, a Messianic expectation that there will be a coming King who will reign over his people in Jerusalem, and his reign will last forever.  But this is also one place where we see a clear example of how we ought to interpret the Old Testament.  This prophecy to Abraham had partial fulfillment seen in Solomon.  Just as God promised, Solomon built a house for the Lord, a temple, and if you notice carefully, the temple that was built is described to look remarkably like the garden of Eden.  But the problem is that this temple was destroyed and defiled, and even though it was rebuilt once, in 70 AD the temple of Solomon was destroyed for good.  No doubt, a key component of dispensational theology is that the temple will again be rebuilt, but as we will see from Jesus’ own words, that’s to fundamentally misinterpret the meaning of this passage.  The physical, Solomonic temple has no further place in the plan of God because Solomon’s temple was only a temporal fulfillment of the Davidic covenant.  The Kingdom promised does not find its fulfillment in an earthly temple in Palestine for a thousand years, but in the New Heavens and New Earth for endless ages.  This  is the same thing that happened with the promise to Abraham of being a people and possessing the land, and being a blessing to all peoples.  Yes, there was temporary and temporal fulfillment in the physical offspring of Abraham, the physical children of Israel, but that is not the ultimate fulfillment of that promise.  Paul makes this unmistakably clear in Galatians 3, where he says of the promise to Abraham of being a people and of possessing a land – “Now the promises were made to Abraham and to his offspring.  (Israel right?)  Now it does not says offsprings, referring to many but referring to one, “And to your offspring” who is Christ.  And then skip down to verse 29 – “And if you are Christ’s, then you are Abraham’s offspring,  you are Israel -- heirs according to promise.”   

I’ve really just begun to describe the Old Testament basis for the hopes for a coming Kingdom of God in eternal and glorious reign  and could spend several hours more demonstrating this anticipation for a deliverer King to be raised up from the line of David, because every page in the Old Testament is ultimately about this Messianic hope.  I just want to leave you with the promised eschaton, the New Heavens and New Earth, as promised in the book of Isaiah.  Turn to Isaiah 65 starting in verse 17-25 – FILL IN – and then chapter 66:18-24.  FILL IN  .  Here we see the promise of a New Heaven and new earth, the reversal of the curses against Adam and Eve in labor and childbirth, we see the total and utter destruction of the wicked rebels agains thte King, and the expansion of the people of God, not the physical offspring of Israel but all the nations.  After the fall of Judah and Israel, the temporary rebuilding of the temple under Ezra and Nehemiah, and the conquering of the land of Israel by the Persians, then the Greeks, and finally the Romans, the people of Israel were left wondering when will the promismed deliverer come, who will drive out all of our enemies and restore the kingdom to us?  We call this the intertestamental period, where there were 400 years of silence, with no prophets, no voice from the Lord.  During this time Judaism fell deeper into legalism and the rabbis began teaching that the way to bring the kingdom back was to perfectly obey the law.  It was during this time that it began to be taught that when Israel perfectly kept one single Sabbath the Messiah would come.  That of course never happened.  But then after 400 years of silence, the silence was broken by a prophet named John.  And that brings us to the next stage of the Kingdom, the Kingdom inaugurated in the person and work of Christ.

The Kingdom Inaugurated.  The message that John the Baptist brought really could have been included at the end of the previous stage, because even though the story and message of John the Baptist is included in the New Testament, John is really the last Old Testament prophet.  Look at what is said of him in Matthew 3:1 – 12.  FILL IN  What was John’s message?  Repent, for the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand.  John’s word is a word of judgment.  It’s specifically a judgment against Israel,, for them to return to the Lord.  He warns them and says in verse 9- 10 – “FILL IN”.  Here’s one place the Bible tells us that the children of Israel are not necessarily the physical descendants, because the axe is laid at the root of physical Israel to cut off those who do not receive the gospel, and to raise up the true children of Israel even from stones.  And then we see the baptism of Jesus where the Spirit of God anoints Jesus, empowers him through the temptation by Satan in the desert, where Jesus as the second Adam resists Satan’s lies where Adam and Eve rebelled against God.  Satan showed Christ the Kingdoms of the World and what did Jesus say?  Matt. 4:10 – “Be gone Satan!”  And Satan obeyed.  Because the rightful King had come.  Then in verse 17, Jesus begins his ministry – “From that time, Jesus began to preach, saying, “Repent for the Kingdom of heaven is at hand.”

The Kingdom is at hand.  It’s right under your nose.  It’s here people.  That’s Jesus’ pronouncement.  How do we see the Kingdom present in Christ’s earthly ministry?  Several ways according to the gospels.  The first is the casting out of Demons.  Matt. 12:28 – “But if it is by the Spirit of God that I cast out demons, then the kingdom of God has come upon you.” The Kingdom is here because Jesus is casting out demons.  Now remember multiple places in the New Testament, Satan is called the prince of this present age, of this world, but here the demons are forced to respond to a new authority, a new King whose rule and reign has begun to break through.  The second way we see the signs of the presence of the Kingdom is the binding and fall of Satan.  Just look at the next verse, Matt. 12:29 – remember the context is that the Kingdom has come.  “Or how can someone enter a strong man’s house and plunder his goods unless he first binds the strong man?  Then he can indeed plunder his house.”  And in Luke 10:17-19 – “The 72 returned with joy saying, “Lord even the demons are subject to us in your name!  And he said to them, I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven from heaven.  Behold I have given you authority to tread on scorpions and serpents, and over all the power of the enemy, and nothing shall hurt you.”  Satan fell, Satan has no power over them, He has been bound.  Does this sound like anything else in Scripture?  It’s revelation: 20.  How you interpret this passage in Revelation is a major point of division among evangelicals, but to me, in light of what is said in the gospel there is only one way to faithfully interpret this passage.  Read Rev. 20:1-6.  FILL IN  -- Now we will get to this passage eventually in our study of Revelation, but this is critical to understanding the Kingdom of God now.  Satan is bound, He has been cast down, he has given authority to those who reign over Satan with him, and Satan can no longer deceive the nations – now that doesn’t mean that Satan no longer deceives anyone, but it means that Satan cannot finally deceive when the Gospel is preached by the power of the Spirit.  The Nations can now be saved when the preached gospel is empowered by the Spirit.  Satan is no match for the Spirit-empowered Word of God, why? Because he has been bound – for a thousand years.  For a millennium.  The second death, that final great cataclysmic judgment by the reigning Christ of all his enemies, has no power over those who had not worshipped the beast.  The coming of Christ means the binding of Satan so that he can no longer deceive the nations.  

Another sign of the Kingdom is the miracles that Christ performed.  Look at Matt. 11:2-5 – “FILL IN”  How do we know that Jesus is the Christ, the Messiah who will usher in the Kingdom of God?  Because miracles are being performed.  The blind see. The lame walk, lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, and the dead are raised.  This is the in-breaking of the Kingdom of God, the powers of the age to come meeting us here in this age.  This is the primary purpose of miracles, it is to verify that the Kingdom has come in Christ in tangible ways.  All healings and resurrections are only temporary, as we await the permanent removal of the effects of the curse in the New Heavens and New Earth, but the miracles that are performed demonstrate that the Kingdom has come because the King has come.  The wind and the sea obey him.  Demons flee.  Death and disease bow at the presence of the King of creation.    But fourthly, notice the other sign mentioned in that verse that proves Jesus is the Christ.  The poor have the gospel preached to them.  The poor of course represent those who know of their need for the Christ, as in chapter 5 here they are called the “poor in spirit”.  It’s the preaching of the gospel that is the primary marker of the presence of the Kingdom.  The good news that the King has come and has made away for kingdom rebels to be reconciled to their King, as forgiveness is offered through the self sacrifice of the King.  Now the full understanding of the gospel won’t be seen until after it is accomplished at the death and resurrection of the King, but forgiveness of sins is offered as Jesus claims in Mark 2:10 the authority to forgive sins.  This is part of the OT prophecies about the coming of the Messiah and the Kingdom of God, such as in Zechariah 13:1 – “On that day there shall be a fountain opened for the House of David and the inhabitants of Jerusalem, to cleanse them from sin and  uncleanness.”  That the Kingdom is currently present even after the resurrection is clear in the rest of the New Testament, for example in Colossians 1:13-14 – “He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the Kingdom of his beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sin.”  So not only is the Kingdom present, but we have been transferred into it.

Now that brings up an important aspect of what the Kingdom of God means.  It’s more than just some physical location.  We have already been transferred out of the domain of darkness – that’s this world, or elsewhere called this present age – and transferred into the Kingdom of his beloved Son.  And you thought you were sitting in Harrisonburg.  Well you are, but what this explains is that it’s not quite as simple as saying that the Kingdom is here, as if it’s all over.  The Kingdom is here in an inaugurated way. But it is not here in all of its fullness, and all of the promises fully realized.  We know that God heals sometimes, but that healing is only temporary.  We still suffer from battles with sins, with disease, with death.  We feel the effects of the curse on our bodies as they age, in the conflicts we have with our spouses and our roommates.  But in very real ways, the Kingdom has already come.  The blessings of the Kingdom that we just mentioned of forgiveness are here already.  The Holy Spirit has been given to us already as a deposit.  The Kingdom means that Christ’s enemies have been ultimately defeated.  Satan, sin, and death received the knock-out blow at the cross.  Death and Satan are defeated, and Scripture says that the last enemy to be defeated is death.  Hebrews 2:14 – Through Christ’s death he might destroy the one who has the power of death, that is the devil.  This present age, the church militant, is marked by living in someways in the Kingdom already, but there’s more to come.  There is already and not yet.  That’s why we said the Kingdom is inaugurated in the person and work of Christ.  

But the New Testament teaches not just the Already, but also the Not Yet.  Jesus sometimes spoke of a future entering into the heaven such as when he said in Matt. 7:21, Not everyone who says to me Lord Lord will enter into the Kingdom of heaven.  That’s a reference to a future entrance into the fullness of the Kingdom when Christ returns.  In Matt. 13, the parable of the net where the Kingdom is said to be like a net, and at the end of the age, the angels will come and separate the evil from the righteous, another indication of the future judgment that will accompany the fullness of the Kingdom.  Paul likewise taught a future orientation of the kingdom, for example in 2 Tim 4:18 – “The Lord will rescue me from every evil deed and bring me safely into his heavenly Kingdom.”  Or this very clear statement in 1 Corinthians 15:50, where we are taught we will be given glorified bodies when Christ returns because flesh and blood can not inhereit the Kingdom of God.” So there is a future inheritance of the Kingdom that awaits us still.  Let us look at that future inheritance in our third and final stage to be considered briefly tonight, the Kingdom Consummated at Christ’s return.  

Turn with me to Luke 19:11-12 – “As they heard these things ,he proceseded to tell a parable because he was near to Jerusalem and because they supposed that the kingdom of God was to appear immediately.  He said therefore, A nobleman went into a far country to receive a kingdom and then return.”  Jesus was in Jerusalem.  He was at the place where the Jews had been expecting the Messiah to come and establish his geopolitical kingdom, restoring Israel to its rightful place in a physical restoration of Israel.  But Jesus told them that this is not how the Kingdom would come.  It wasn’t going to be in Jerusalem.  He spoke of himself and claimed that he would go away and bring the Kingdom back later.  This is a big reason why the Jews rejected him as the Messiah.  Because all their hopes were tied up in a sudden cataclysmic physical return of the nation of Israel.  They saw the miracles that Christ performed, they heard him claim to be the Messianic Christ, but he wasn’t the kind of King they were looking for.  That’s not how the kingdom would come.  

Let’s look at 1 Corinthians 15, starting in verse 20 -27a.  What we see here is that Christ has been raised from the dead as firstfruits.  He has already been raised.  We have not.  In fact, no one has been raised yet.  When will we be raised?  Verse 23, at his coming.  And after he comes, then comes the end when he delivers the kingdom to God the Father after destroying every rule and every authority and power.  For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet.  Now we have seen how he did defeat his enemies, and he conquered death by his own resurrection from the dead.  And this passage says that indeed Christ reigns now.  He is seated at the right hand of the Father, reigning over creation.  But right now we don’t see everything in subjection to him.  They’ve been defeated in a very real sense, the decisive blow given at the cross and the empty tomb.  But when he comes, that’s when we experience the Kingdom in its fullness.  And the return of Christ when he establishes his Kingdom, that is the great hope of the Christian life.  That’s when he will deliver the Kingdom to his Father.  That’s when he will be seen as the conquering Lion of Judah, when every knee shall bow in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess Jesus Christ is LORD to the glory of God the Father.  On that day when he returns, there will be no more rebellion.  The attempts at any coup will be over.  There will be nothing but Jesus is LORD!  This is what we see portrayed in Rev. 11:starting at verse 15-18.  The Kigndom of this world has become the Kingdom of his Christ. 

If you remember, I said the Kingdom of God in its fullness is the new heavens and new earth. That’s the Kigndom that Christ delivers to his Father after every enenmy has been put under his feet.  And Revelation 21 describes that Kingdom to us.  Turn with me to verse 1-8. READ  That is the future that all of this is heading towards.  The dwelling place of God is with man, jstu as it was in the garden, but this time without any possibility of sin, because Christ has dealt with sin forever now.  He will wipe away every tear, and there will be no more death.  He is making all things new.  All things new.  It is Done.  This is the Kingdom of God fully inaugurated.  This is the glorious hope for which we all are waiting and eagerly awaiting.  

So in closing, what does it mean that we live between his first coming and his second coming, in the already and not yet?  A few things.  First it gives urgency to our evangelism.  There is still time for the enemies of God to become the friends of God.  There is time for them to stop their rebellion and submit to a glorious, gracious King who borre the sins of every rebel who would turn form his sins and trust in the sacrfice of his own blood.  If you’re an unbeliever, the kingship of Christ can still be good news because at least for right now you can turn away form your sins.

Second it explains our current struggle with sin and death and disease.  He has defeated them, and yet they remain as part of our experience today.   Paul tells us not to be surprised at the affliction we are experiencing.  The promises of God are already ours, but they are not our in fullness.  We still experience pain, and sin, and sickness and death.  Death and pain should not be unexpected.  But even though they are expected they are not without hope.  

That’s the final thing the already not yet gives us -- it is the source of our hope.  Romans 8:18-23.  We have been subjected to futility in HOPE.  It is the hope of resurrection, of new life, of Christ making all things new when he comes.  We already have the promises, but then, when we see him as he is, when he comes in glory, and every knee bows, then the hope of our salvation and of making all things new is no longer by faith.  It will be by sight.  It will be ours in fullness.  And so we cry within us, Maranatha.  Come Lord Jesus.  

