A Call to Prayer
1. “It is interesting to remark how large a portion of Sacred Writ is occupied with the subject of prayer, either in furnishing examples, enforcing precepts, or pronouncing promises.  What does this teach us, but the sacred importance and necessity of prayer?  We may be certain that whatever God has made prominent in His Word, He intended to be conspicuous in our lives.  If He has said much about prayer, it is because He knows we have much need of it.”  (Charles Spurgeon, Morning and Evening, page 4)

2. “Why is it that men fret so when God sends them things entirely contrary to their desires, except that they do not acknowledge that God does everything by reason and that He has just cause?  For if we had well-imprinted on our hearts ‘All that God does is founded in good reason’ it is certain that we would be ashamed to chafe so against Him when, I say, we know that He has just occasion to dispose thus of things, as we see…As soon as God does not send what we have desired, we dispute against Him, we bring suit, not that we appear to do this, but our manner shows that this is nevertheless our intent.  We consider every blow, ‘And why has this happened?’ But from what spirit is this pronounced?  From a poisoned heart; as if we said, ‘The thing should have been otherwise, I see no reason for this.’ Meanwhile God will be condemned among us.  This is how men exasperate themselves.  And in this what do they do?  It is as if they accused God of being a tyrant or a hairbrain who asked only to put everything in confusion.  Such horrible blasphemy blows out of the mouths of men.”  (John Calvin, quoted in Jones, page 17)

3. “We have short memories in magnifying God’s grace.  Every blessing that God confers upon us perished through our carelessness, if we are not prompt and active in giving thanks.”  (John Calvin, quoted in Miller,  page 360)

4. “Do we sing as much as the birds do?  Yet what have birds to sing about, compared with us?  Do we sing as much as the angels do?  Yet they were never redeemed by the blood of Christ.  Birds of the air, shall you excel me?  Angels, shall you exceed me?  You have done so, but I intend to emulate you, and day by day, and night by night, pour forth my soul in sacred song.” (C.H. Spurgeon, quoted in Carter, page 130)

