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Acts 6:8-7:2, Acts 7:48-8:4

“And Stephen, full of grace and power, was doing great wonders and signs among the people. Then some of those who belonged to the synagogue of the Freedmen (as it was called), and of the Cyrenians, and of the Alexandrians, and of those from Cilicia and Asia, rose up and disputed with Stephen.  But they could not withstand the wisdom and the Spirit with which he was speaking.  Then they secretly instigated men who said, ‘We have heard him speak blasphemous words against Moses and God.’  And they stirred up the people and the elders and the scribes, and they came upon him and seized him and brought him before the council, and they set up false witnesses who said, ‘This man never ceases to speak words against this holy place and the law, for we have heard him say that this Jesus of Nazareth will destroy this place and will change the customs that Moses delivered to us.’ And gazing at him, all who sat in the council saw that his face was like the face of an angel.
 
 And the high priest said, ‘Are these things so?’ And Stephen said: ‘Brothers and fathers, hear me….’”   
 
                        
  “…the Most High does not dwell in houses made by hands, as the prophet says, 'Heaven is my throne, and the earth is my footstool. What kind of house will you build for me, says the Lord, or what is the place of my rest? Did not my hand make all these things?'”

“’You stiff-necked people, uncircumcised in heart and ears, you always resist the Holy Spirit. As your fathers did, so do you.  Which of the prophets did your fathers not persecute?  And they killed those who announced beforehand the coming of the Righteous One, whom you have now betrayed and murdered, you who received the law as delivered by angels and did not keep it.’"

Now when they heard these things they were enraged, and they ground their teeth at him.  But he, full of the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God.  And he said, ‘Behold, I see the heavens opened, and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God.’ But they cried out with a loud voice and stopped their ears and rushed together at him.  Then they cast him out of the city and stoned him. And the witnesses laid down their garments at the feet of a young man named Saul.  And as they were stoning Stephen, he called out, ‘Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.’  And falling to his knees he cried out with a loud voice, ‘Lord, do not hold this sin against them.’ And when he had said this, he fell asleep.”

“And Saul approved of his execution.  And there arose on that day a great persecution against the church in Jerusalem, and they were all scattered throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria, except the apostles. Devout men buried Stephen and made great lamentation over him.  But Saul was ravaging the church, and entering house after house, he dragged off men and women and committed them to prison.
 
 Now those who were scattered went about preaching the word.”
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 “The root evil in many in Israel was that they derived their joy - their fulfillment, their meaning, their sense of significance - from what they could achieve with their own hands.  Verse 41, ‘They rejoiced in the works of their hands.’  They wanted a kind of god and a kind of worship in which they could demonstrate their own power and their own wisdom and their own righteousness and their own morality and their own religious zeal.  They got their joy from what they could achieve and not from God.  Especially not from a God so free and so great and so sovereign and so self-sufficient that he gets all the credit for everything good, and won't let himself be limited or controlled by anybody's man-made temple.

The temple in Jerusalem had become for many in Israel a symbol of what they could achieve - the work of their hands.  And therefore the worship there had become a subtle form of self-worship - all very religious, using all the right language, but coming from uncircumcised hearts and stiff, unsubmissive, self-exalting necks.”

- John Piper
 


"A dog barks when his master is attacked.  I would be a coward if I saw that God's truth is attacked and yet would remain silent."
  -  John Calvin              
                       
 "A flower, if you bruise it under your feet, rewards you by giving you its perfume. Likewise Christians, tortured by the communists, rewarded their torturers by love. We brought many of our jailers to Christ."   -  Richard Wurmbrand             
                      
  "When Christ calls a man, he bids him come and die." -  Dietrich Bonhoeffer             
 
 "He is no fool who gives up what he cannot keep to gain what he cannot lose." -  Jim Elliot            
 
 "A lark threatened with death for singing would still continue to sing.  She cannot renounce her nature.  Neither can we Christians."
-Ivan "Vanya" Moiseyev           
 
 "Suffering is not the worst thing that can happen to us.  Disobedience to God is the worth thing." - Unknown Vietnamese Martyr
 
    "You can kill us, but you cannot do us any real harm." -  Justin Martyr             
 
 You threaten me with a fire that will burn for an hour and then go out, but you are ignorant of the fire of the future judgment of God reserved for the everlasting torment of the ungodly.  But why do you delay? Bring on the beasts, or the fire, or whatever you choose; you shall not move me to deny Christ, my Lord and Saviour." - Polycarp            
 
 “Lord do not hold this sin against them.”


